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Thanks for the Memories
Saratoga at 50 Years & Counting
by Christ Hughes, SCA Resident
How’s your memory? Remember Snowmageddon 2010?
How many hours/days did it take you to shovel out? Did you use
your sled to bring back groceries from Giant? Do you remember
those Decembers in the 90s when Santa would personally visit
your house on request? Or
those Easter Egg hunts and
those lazy summer days at the
pool? Or the community yard
sales where you ended up
buying more than you sold?
Remember those “heated”
association meetings about
whether to “save the pool”? Did
your cul-de-sac celebrate the 4th
of July with pot-luck dinners
followed by fireworks? Do you
have any good stories about
your time serving with the
Neighborhood Watch program?
Do you hike the trail along the
creek with your kids? Did you
start meeting lots of your neighbors when walking became a daily
routine for all of us homebound by the Pandemic?
So, what is your story? Why did you choose Saratoga? Are
you a second-generation resident? Have you lived here for 40+
years or four days or somewhere in between? No matter.
The Saratoga Community Association needs your memories
of life in Saratoga as part of its “History of Saratoga” project in
commemoration of our 50th anniversary. Start jotting down your
thoughts.Ask your kids (those still at home and those who have
left the nest). Ask former residents and the kids of those who have
passed away. We all have stories, and we are all historians.
How can I contribute: Email to Chris Hughes
(christinefhughes@gmail.com) is best, but we will be happy to pickup your reminiscences (handwritten is okay) or take them over the
phone (703-569-6132). Include a year or at least a decade if you can,
as well as photos if you have them. Please send your submissions
as soon as you can as our 50th anniversary is fast approaching. 
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Upcoming Activities
SCA Board Meetings
March 17
April 21
May 19
FCPS Spring Break
April 4-8
Easter Bunny Drive Thru
April 9 (Rain date April 10)
FCPS Last Day of School
June 10
Ice Cream Truck
June 10

Trees and Shrubs

SCA’s Board appreciates the work many
households did during the fall and winter to
prepare your landscaping, especially shrubs
and trees for Spring 2022. However, some trees
and shrubs in the subdivision do not meet SCA
Community Standards. Trees and shrubs that
extend over public sidewalks must be trimmed
to remain six feet six inches (6’6”) above the
sidewalk. When landscaping extends onto the
sidewalk, it impedes walkers and runners and
may limit visibility for drivers and emergency
vehicles.
Download a copy of the latest SCA
Policies and Community Standards at
saratogacommunity.net or obtain a printed copy
by leaving a message at 703-574-0186 or via
email at scaboard@saratoga.net. 

Saratoga Book Barn

Do you miss the yellow painted library at
the Saratoga pool? Are you wondering what is
going on? The library is undergoing a makeover
and it is coming back soon. When it returns, it will
be named the Saratoga Book Barn and will be
registered with the Little Free Library organization.
People all over the world will be able to find it.
While the Saratoga Book Barn is under renovation,
please consider visiting its sister library on Richfield
Road Charlotte’s Web. Stay tuned to the Saratoga
Book Barn Facebook page (facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100078187340234) for updates and progress.
Little Free Library is a nonprofit organization
based in Hudson, Wisconsin. The mission of
the organization is to be a catalyst for building
community, inspiring readers, and expanding
book access for all through a global network of
volunteer-led Little Free Libraries. Its vision is a
Little Free Library in every community and a book
for every reader. The founders believe all people
are empowered when the opportunity to discover
a personally relevant book to read is not limited by
time, space, or privilege. 
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Saratoga’s Red Foxes
Anybody who spends much time walking
or driving around Saratoga is likely to spot a fox
or two. Here is more information about one of the
creatures that shares our neighborhood. Photos
are courtesy of Joy Asbury, who lives on Lowmoor
Road, taken Spring 2021.
Behavior. Foxes generally pose little threat to
humans, their property or pets. Large red foxes
have been known, in some cases, to prey on small
cats. Foxes are primarily nocturnal, though they
are highly adaptive and can become increasingly
active during the day in urban areas—just seeing
them during the day is not a sign of rabies.
Foxes establish bonded pairs to breed
in January or February and raise their young
together. Young foxes become independent by 6
months. Foxes live to be about 5 years old.

Diet. Foxes are omnivores. A natural diet
includes berries, plants, insects and small
mammals, and as a result, they often help control
rodent populations by preying on rats and mice.
In areas where people live, foxes may have a
modified diet that includes pet food, garbage,
and bird feeder seeds.
The major problems associated with this
species involve their ability to invade houses or
trashcans. The best way to prevent them from
becoming a problem is to not give them a reason
to come.
● If you are feeding wildlife, stop. This will
cause them to lose their natural fear of
humans.
● Keep trash inside until the morning of trash
pick-up or place trash in an animal proof
container, such as a metal trashcan with
latches on the lids.
● Do not leave pet food outside; keep pet
feeding areas clean.
● Remove bird feeders when problem species
have been seen around them.
● Close up all openings under and into your
buildings. Animals look for places to den
and raise their young—don’t give them that
opportunity.
● Clear fallen fruit from around trees.
● Reflective tape, lights, or noise sometimes
works, but they will eventually grow
accustomed to these methods, so this is only a
temporary solution.
● It is illegal in the State of Virginia to trap and
relocate an animal to another area.
● Contact your local health department if a fox
exhibits signs of rabies such as stumbling,
foaming at the mouth or aggression.
More information. Check out the Fairfax
County Wildlife Management Department
(fairfaxcounty.gov/wildlife) or Virginia Department
of Wildlife Resources (dwr.virginia.gov). For help
managing wildlife interactions and humanwildlife conflicts, contact the Virginia Wildlife
Conflict Helpline at (855) 571-9003. 
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ALLEGIANCE
“As a Springfield resident for over
30 years and full service agent, I
am your area expert for actively
marketing your home! The proof
is in the results ... call me to
Jo Ann Kennel, REALTOR®
Associate Broker
RE/MAX Allegiance
Office: 703-250-8500
Cell: 703-403-3899
eMail: jakennel@cox.net
5641 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015

discuss getting your home sold
quickly and professionally.
Not quite ready yet? Call me for a
free market analysis of your home
and neighborhood.
-Jo Ann

Each office independently owned and operated

To visit more properties, visit my websites at:
joannkennelrealtor.com and joann-kennel.remax.com
4–Saratoga Log
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Upcoming SCA Activities
Easter Bunny Is on the Way. The SCA
Social Events Committee would like to invite the
neighborhood to take a quick hop outside and
say hello! On April 9, the Easter Bunny will drive
through the Saratoga neighborhood between 1
and 3:30 pm. (The rain date is April 10.) He has
15 designated stops, covering both the singlefamily houses and the townhouses of Saratoga.
Use the schedule below to find him.
Take photos or videos of your family
with the Easter Bunny and send them via email
to social@saratogacommunity.net. We will share
them in the next issue of the Saratoga Log and in
Saratoga Community Association social media.
If you have any questions or comments or
would be willing to volunteer with future events,
email the SCA Social Events Committee.
Common Area Clean-up Days. The
Environmental Affairs Committee is working
this spring and summer to visit and assess

the common areas in
Saratoga.
The committee is
gathering information on
how each area is being
used and maintained,
if it is a good site for
improvement for use by
community members and
how the areas benefit local flora and fauna.
Our first project this spring will
include clean-up and placement of plants on
Northumberland. The committee looks forward
to improvements on trail work, discussions
on a butterfly garden, explorative spaces for
families with young children, and maintaining
our beautiful neighborhood. Please join the
effort with ideas and helping hands. Notices for
location for clean-up days will be sent via email
blast and posted on social media. 

April 9 th , 2022 1pm-3:30pm
Rain date April 10 th
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By Nick West, Cubmaster Pack 1892

C

ub Scout Pack 1892, which is chartered
by the Saratoga Community
Association and meets regularly at
Saratoga Elementary School, is ready for some
warm weather. We have a busy spring and
summer planned with plenty of camping,
community service, and celebrations on the
calendar.
But first, our Cub Scouts (boys and girls
in grades K-5) have been crafting their cars for
the annual Pinewood Derby! On Saturday,
March 5, the Pack hosted this marquee annual.
Scouts have worked with their parents to turn a
block of wood, four nails, and four wheels into
a lean, mean racing machine. Scouts competed
within their Dens (based on school grade,) and
then the top performers faced off in a
championship round.
At the end of March, trophies will be
presented to the top performers at our annual
Blue & Gold Banquet. Scouts and their families
will gather at Burke Lake Park to learn the
Pinewood Derby winners, recognize
advancements, win prizes, and have dinner
together. Both the Blue & Gold Banquet and
Pinewood Derby were virtual events last year,
and Pack leaders were committed to hosting
them in-person in 2022. As such we postponed
both by more than a month to ride out the
omicron wave and keep our Scouts and families
safe.
This is also the season for making
summer camp plans, and Pack 1892 has several
options for our members. Webelos (rising 4th
and 5th graders) can spend six nights at Goshen
Scout Reservation’s Camp Ross, with days full
of swimming, boating, archery, BB shooting,
rock climbing, nature, handicraft, cooking, and
more! Pack 1892’s contingent will be at Camp
Ross on July 3-9.
Younger Scouts can attend Day Camp at
Occoquan Regional Park on July 11-15. This is
open to all Cub Scouts from 1st grade to 5th
grade and includes archery, BB shooting,
6–Saratoga
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Pinewood derby cars ready to roll.
Cars are crafted by the scouts with
help from parents and Den leaders.

nature, and STEM activities. Scouts are dropped
off every morning with a designated adult from
the Pack and are then picked up in the late
afternoon after a long, fun day.
Finally, families can attend weekend
camps at Camp Snyder throughout late June
and July. The entire family can enjoy the same
activities as other summer camps on Friday and
Saturday, including swimming, boating, nature,
handicrafts, fishing, archery, BBs, and games.
All of these camps are great experiences
for any child and are just one of the many great
reasons why Cub Scouting is right for your kids!
Please email cubpack1892@gmail.com for more
information on our Pack and on Cub Scouts in
general. 
March 2022

8184 McCauley Way • Lorton, VA 22079 • 703-969-7902
LOTAS Fence Options Inc. prides itself on setting the bar high on ‘personalized service’ which sets us apart
from our competitors by providing exceptional customer servce and quality custom fencing, decks, and patios.
No other company of its kind will provide you the service that you expect and deserve. We have over 20 years
of experience, skilled installers, and very knowledgeable Field Representatives. Contact us for a FREE estimate.

Saratoga Communication Association is being offered a 10% discount on upcoming projects.
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Safety: Neighborhood Watch and More
weekend evenings, you can patrol at any time.
MS-13 Gang Graffiti. MS-13 gang graffiti
Daytime patrols are useful since criminals often
that was spray painted on the back walls of the
target homes when people are not home.
Saratoga Giant and at least one other business in
To be part of Saratoga’s Neighborhood
the plaza has been removed. If other such graffiti
Watch you need to attend a short (approximately
is seen please report it to the non-emergency
45 minutes), one-time training program with the
number (703) 691-2131 / TTY (703) 877-3715.
Fairfax County Police. (Currently the training
Stolen Vehicles. There have been
is conducted via
increased reports
Zoom.) If you would
of stolen vehicles
Crime Prevention Reminders/Notes
like to enroll in a
in Fairfax County,
class, contact Paul
one at least in the
• Unlocked parked vehicles continue to be
Perrone Saratoga’s
Saratoga Townhouses.
the number one crime in Fairfax County. So,
Neighborhood Watch
Remember to lock
keep your vehicles locked and do not store
Program Coordinator
your vehicles as
any valuable items (e.g., laptops, phones) in
at 703-440-1361, 703unlocked parked
your car, particularly in plain sight.
650- 8163 (cell) or
vehicles continue to be
•
Close
your
garage
doors
at
night.
Our
volperronepj@gmail.com
the number one crime
unteers routinely report homeowners leave
to connect you with
in Fairfax County.
them
up
which
invites
theft.
the training and to
Also do not store any
volunteer.
valuable items (e.g.,
• Individuals continue to trespass by parking
While we have
laptops, phones) in
in the Saratoga Pool parking lot. However,
about
40
people on
your car particularly
there are some reserved parking spots which
our list, there are only
in plain sight. This
individuals pay a fee for.
a handful who are
makes the vehicle a
•
Whether
you
are
on
an
official
patrol
or
not
signing up for patrols
more valuable target.
if you encounter a crime in progress or a
and we continue to
Neighborhood
dangerous
situation
call
or
text
911.
If
you
look to expand our
Watch. Neighborhood
just notice suspicious activity or if there is
volunteer base for
Watch is a community
a non-life threatening emergency, contact
mobile and walking
outreach program of
the police at their non-emergency number
patrols. (Residents
the Fairfax County
of the single-family
703-691-2131/TTY 703-877-3715. Also, please
Police Department
houses, townhouses
that calls for citizens
email Paul regarding the incident so that he
and apartments
to watch out for their
can track it.
are welcome to
neighbors and their
participate.). Our
properties. Why
community would benefit greatly if you could
should you volunteer? Because Neighborhood
conduct at least one patrol every 6 months and
Watch prevents crime, enhances the reporting
recruit more of your neighbors. You can use this
of suspicious activities, raises the awareness of
crime, serves as a warning to criminals, promotes as an opportunity to explore the neighborhood as
you do a patrol.
neighborliness, provides access to crime data,
Saratoga Spot Crime. It is an alert plan for
and increases arrests and convictions. When
our neighborhood to help share video evidence
criminals are aware of Neighborhood Watch,
of crimes and make neighbors aware of incidents.
they are less willing to risk detection—so they
If you are on NextDoor, search the groups to find
don’t commit a crime, or they go elsewhere.
it. Only Saratoga residents are allowed. While
Participation can include passive observation,
walking patrols, and mobile patrols.
this plan is not part of the official Neighborhood
Although our patrols are mostly on
Watch program, it is a great and welcome idea. 
8–Saratoga Log
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HolidayDecorating
Decorations
Flashback: 2021 Exterior
Exterior Holiday
Contest

SCA Social Events Committee held another successful
Exterior Holiday Decorating Contest. 13 households
entered the contest and 159 online voters clicked on their
favorites. Four $25 gift cards and temporary yard signs
were awarded.
Congratulations to the winners:
1st Place - Douglas Tervis 7810 Attleboro Drive
2nd Place - Nicole Greiner 8127 Lake Pleasant Drive
3rd Place - Kara Palmgren 8005 Rivermont Court
4th Place - Danny Weiss 8005 Colorado Springs Drive
We can't wait to see what will be dreamed up for this
year. If you would like to assist in merry making for
2022, please email social@saratogacommunity.net.

March
March 2022
2022
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SCA Serves the Saratoga Community

S

aratoga Community Association (SCA) is a
homeowners association chartered in 1970
under Virginia law. It is a not-for-profit,
non-stock corporation formed to provide for
the maintenance, preservation and architectural
control of the single-family residential lots and
common areas within the Saratoga boundaries
and to further promote the health, safety and
welfare of the residents. (NOTE: SCA is not
responsible for the townhouses, apartments, or
swimming pool within the community, though
all of the concerned organizations’ boards meet
regularly.)
SCA is managed by non-paid volunteers,
elected by the members, and community
participation is highly encouraged. The Board of
Directors meets at 7pm on the third Thursday of
each month via video conference or live meeting.
Quarterly membership meetings are held in
March, June, and December, and the annual
membership meeting is held in September. All
meetings are open to the community.

SCA welcomes volunteers to serve on
the board and committees, and to help with
Neighborhood Watch and events. We are
particularly in need of assistance with the
Social and Environment committees. We are
also looking for a neighborhod historian. The
Saratoga Log Editor appreciates contributions
from the community. Send submissions to
newsletter@saratogacommunity.net.
To connect with SCA, check out our
website at saratogacommunity.net or find us on
Facebook and Twitter @saratoga22153. Leave
a message for the board at 703-574-0186; send
mail to PO Box 479, Springfield, Virginia 22150;
or send a note to one of the following e-mail
addresses:
scaboard@saratogacommunity.net
scadocs@saratogacommunity.net
architecture@saratogacommunity.net
social@saratogacommunity.net
environment@saratogacommunity.net

SCA 2020-2021 Board Members and Officers
Position/Title
President/Disclosure Packets
VP Communications/Webmaster
Secretary/Chair of Social Events Committee
VP of Community Relations
Treasurer/Neighborhood Watch Coordinator
Sergeant-at-Arms
Executive VP/Chair Architectural Committee
VP Operations
Environmental Affairs VP/Newsletter
Assistant Treasurer
Historian

Board Member/Officer
Cathy Turner
Jeff Baker
Chesapeake Dalrymple
Beverly Druitt
Paul Perrone
Norman Johnson
Mark Rubley
Don Moore
Kaarin Engelmann
Dennis Turner
Christine Hughes

Term
2020 – 2023
2020 – 2023
2020 – 2023
2019 – 2022
2019 – 2022
2019 – 2022
2021 – 2024
2021 – 2024
2021 – 2024
NA
NA

Committees (Volunteers always welcomed)
Architecural Review: Mark Rubley (chair), Don Moore, Norm Johnson, Laura Yates, Cathy Turner
Environmental Affairs: Kaarin Engelmann (chair), Don Moore, Chesapeake Dalrymple, Cathy Turner
Social Events: Chesapeake Dalrymple (chair), Beverly Druitt, Cathy Turner
10–Saratoga Log
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SCA Log and Website Editorial and Ads

A

ds in the Saratoga Log and on
the Saratogacommunity.net are an
inexpensive way to reach members
of our community,
support your
business, and
provide funds for the
Saratoga Community
Association to
administer programs.
Contact newsletter@
saratogacommunity.net
to request ad placement
or with questions.
The Saratoga Log is published quarterly,
approximately March, June, September, and
December. It is distributed via email, mail

March 2022

(upon request), and posted to the website. The
deadline for ad submissions is the 21st of the
month prior to publication. All files should be
high resolution PDF and can be in color or
black and white. Rates are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

Full Page (7 x 9.5) - $60/issue
Half Page (7 x 4.5) - $30/issue
Quarter Page (3.5 x 4.5) - $15/issue
Business Card (3.5 x 2) - $7/issue
Website Ad (3.5 x 4.5) - $10/month or
$25/quarter

Disclaimer: Saratoga Community Association
does not endorse advertisers or their services.
Homeowners assume all risks. The SCA board
reserves the right to reject ads that are not
appropriate for its constituents.
Saratoga Log–11

Community Emergency Response Team #158

A

re you ready for the next disaster? Do you
now what to do if your child, husband or
wife were severely injured? Could you
actually save their life? With Fairfax County’s
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
training you can!
CERT is a program to make communities
safer, more prepared, and when incidents occur,
more resilient in recovery. CERT is a nationwide FEMA program managed in Fairfax
County by the Fire and Rescue Department. The
CERT program trains everyone in Emergency
Preparedness, lite search and rescue, and disaster
medical operations, as initial responders to save
lives when first responders might be delayed.
The training prepares people to
help themselves, their families,
and their communities during
major disasters until first
responders arrive.
Did I mention that the
Training is FREE and that
we provide your initial basic
response gear? Once trained
as a basic CERT there are no
additional obligations. Although
experience has shown that
keeping the training fresh keeps
you prepared, how you follow
up is totally up to you. You may choose to attend
more advanced training, also FREE to trained
CERT members. And you, like many others, may
choose to get more involved in our training and
other activities.
The CERT Program of Fairfax County is
an award-winning volunteer program with more
than 200 ACTIVE volunteers providing support
and assistance for community projects around
the county. Since 2004, the Fairfax County CERT
program has taught more than 4,000 people,
including a dozen Saratoga residents, the life
saving skills that can make a difference.
Fairfax County CERT training is
proceeded by a Welcome Meeting that explains
the training program. CERT Basic Training
consists of two courses: CERT Basic Online and
12–Saratoga Log

CERT Basic Skills. The combination of online
and in-person training allows the student to
‘’self-pace’’ through the lecture elements of the
curriculum, and then schedule themselves for
the next hands-on skills training when they have
completed the lectures.
The next Welcome Meeting is March 21,
followed by another on May 16. This virtual
meeting lays out the Fairfax County CERT
Basic Training program, walks you through the
steps to register for the “CERT Basic Online”
course, and provides support while you take the
Online course with three additional, optional,
Question and Answer (Q&A) Sessions. All virtual
sessions begin at 7pm and are usually finished
around 8:30pm. A certificate of
completion for the online course
is required in order to be eligible
register for the CERT Basic Skills
course. Sign up on the Fairfax
County Volunteer management
System (VMS) at volunteer.
fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/
opp_details/186341. The Zoom
meeting ID and password is
sent to you 24 hours before
the session as a reminder and
confirmation of your enrollment.
The training is open to
all individuals 18 years or older. Teens, 16 and
17 years old, may attend with written parent/
guardian permission; and teens 13 to 15 years old
may also attend with the active participation of a
parent/guardian.
Additional upcoming training includes
Refuse to Be A Victim on March 22 from 6:308:30pm at Patrick Henry Library in Vienna,
Stop The Bleed on March 23 from 7-10pm at
the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Academy
in Fairfax, and Emergency Preparedness
Workships via Zoom on April 4, 7, and 11.
For more information, contact Wayne Vick,
a Saratoga resident and the training division lead,
at trainingdiv@fairfaxcountyCERT.org or call him
at 202-498-2310, and visit the CERT website at
fairfaxcountyCERT.org. 
March 2022

Sunday Morning Worship at 10 a.m.
In person and virtual + Spanish Translation

Sunday School at 11:30 a.m.
LifeQuest (K-5th)
Sundays at 5:30 p.m.
English as a Second Language
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.
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Recent Trash Service Issues

Trash Service Issues

Single family homes in Saratoga are
serviced by four main trash pickup services,
which operate
dayshomes
per week.
These service
Single six
family
in Saratoga
are
providers
often
been
delaying
serviced have
by four
main
trash
pickuptheir
services,
services
due to labor
shortages.
Fairfax
County
which operate
six days
per week.
These
Solid
Waste
has alsohave
allowed
service
providers
oftenthese
beenservicers
delayingto
collect
yard waste
normal
trash pick up
their services
duewith
to labor
shortages.
due to the
labor
shortages.
The
SCA
board
is
Fairfax County Solid Waste has
also
aware
thatthese
this affects
theto
entire
community�
allowed
servicers
collect
yard waste
We
encourage
you topick
check
your
with
normal trash
up with
due to
theservice
labor
about
pick up
and
changes
spring that
and this
shortages.
The
SCA
board to
is aware
summer services for 2022. affects the entire
community. We
encourage you to
check with your
service about pick
up and changes
to spring and
summer services
for 2022. 

Updated SCA Guidebook/Website

Check out SaratogaCommunity.net for the update that includes online access to governing
documents and an updated Saratoga Community Guidebook, with key information for SCA
members and residents, especially useful for those who have recently moved into the neighborhood!
The Community Handbook Working Group: Beverly Druitt, Don Moore, Kaarin Engelmann,
Chesapeake Dalrymple have been hard at work reviewing and updating the content from the old
blue covered handbook. An updated community map is also included.
You can receive a free printed copy of the Guidebook, upon request by leaving a message for
the board at 703-574-0186 or an email to scaboard@saratogacommunity.net. Please include your
name and address so a volunteer can drop it off. 

The SCA Homeowner & Tenant Guidebook

The latest revision of the community guidebook, dated
September 2021, can be downloaded.
https://saratogacommunity.net/homeowner-guidebook/

The SCA Community Map

The community map, part of the revised guidebook, can
be downloaded as a separate document.
https://saratogacommunity.net/community-map/
March 2022
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Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO)

W

ith so many detours on the road to
health, some things have not changed.
The help and support that our
faith communities and friends of ECHO have
responded with are the mainstay for our ability
to serve the needs still present in our community.
Visit our website (echo-inc.org) to have a look at
ECHO’s FY 21 Annual Report to celebrate the
work that YOU helped to make possible.
Clothing Needs for Spring/Summer
Spring is almost here which means
changeover time for the clothing ECHO offers
clients. As of March 15, clothing distribution
has moved to spring and summer. We are now
accepting clean, gently used or new spring and
summer clothing for our clients. Athletic pants,
t-shirts, shorts, and tennis shoes for teen boys and
small/medium men are especially needed. Tennis
shoes needed are boy's sizes 3-6 and men's 7-9.

Flamingo Flocking Funds
Would you like to prank your friends
in an environmentally responsible manner?
Would you like your friends or family to
wake up to a flock of flamingos? The John R.
Lewis High School Class of 2022 is offering
Flamingo Flocking as a fundraiser for the All

Night Grad Party. The All Night Grad Party
is a drug- and alcohol-free party for the high
school seniors to hang out with their friends.
It is completely parent run and relies on
donations. Check out jlhsangp.com/flocking for
additional information and to order. 
March 2022

Changes to ECHO’s Food Room
ECHO volunteers and clients are excited
about the new client choice model adopted by the
Food Room. We are learning what ECHO needs to
have on hand as families choose items they prefer:
spaghetti sauce, boxes or bags of rice, coffee/
tea, canned tomatoes, Masa flour and tortillas
are some needed items. Additionally, items for
the Afghan community as they resettle in our
area include almonds, vegetable bouillon, dates,
chickpea flour, lemon/lime juice, rice/barley,
green tea, cinnamon sticks, cardamom pods.
Keep up with the latest needs in the food room on
ECHO's Facebook page and at echo-inc.org. 
For more information about ECHO on the
following topics, please click the links to our website.
For more information or to request assistance or offer
support, visit echo-inc.org or send an email to admin@
echo-inc.org.

Need Help?
Necesita Ayuda?
Are you experiencing a setback in
your ability to maintain your household?
With some help could you keep things
going for your family? ECHO can help
you with emergency food, prepacked
children’s clothing, diapers, school supplies,
and limited financial assistance with rent,
utilities, and car repairs. Call 703-569-9160.
Esta usted en problemas para
mantener a su familia? En ECHO estamos
listos para ayudar a nuestros vecinos que
se encuentran necesitados. ECHO puede
ayudarle con alimentos de emergencia, ropa
para niños ya empacada, pañales, útiles
escolares y asistencia financiera limitada
para su alquiler, servicios públicos y
reparaciones de automóviles. Llame al 703569-9160.
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Tree Troubles in the Neighborhood
Between age
and weather and pests,
the past few years
have been particularly
difficult for the trees
within the Saratoga
neighborhood.
Between Sept. 1, 2021,
and Feb. 28, 2022, tree
removal has required
almost $19,000 of the
$20,000 set aside in the
budget for trees and
trail maintenance. As a
result, dues increases
will be required in
upcoming years.
When trees or
branches on private
and determine the best course of action. (If you
property or in common areas need to be cut or
do not hear back promptly from the board after
removed, financial responsibility for this work is
your report, please contact the board again in
based on the tree’s location.
case the message was not properly delivered. We
Private Property: Trees on private property appreciate your cooperation.)
are the property owner’s responsibility. If tree
Other Areas: For more information about
limbs or branches in your neighbor’s yard are
urban forestry, call 703-324-1770 (TTY 711),
overhanging your property line, you may trim
visit fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/trees/, or email
them back as long as you don’t endanger the the
treemail@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
life of the tree. However, it is a
good policy to talk with your
Your neighborhood dentist who treats you like family.
neighbor before taking action.
SCA Common Areas:
Some of SCA common property
is environmental protected areas.
In such areas, a permit is required
to resolve any issues or concerns,
such as downed or hazardous
trees. SCA contracts with three
tree companies and an arborist.
Contact the Environmental
Affairs Committee at 703574-0186 or environment@
saratogacommunity.net or with
any concerns BEFORE taking
7841 Rolling Rd, Suite C | Springfield, VA 22153
any action or incurring any
expense. A member of the SCA
703.455.5555 | springfielddentalclinic.com
board will inspect the area
16–Saratoga Log
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Flashback: December Holiday Visits
SCA would like to thank Dan Gruhn/
Santa, the Swingles, and Gingie the Giant
Gingerbread Man for a fun-filled afternoon on
Saturday, Dec. 11, 2021. With 14 neighborhood
stops around SCA and TOSCA, Santa waved
hello to over 230 residents.
Gingy was impressed with the enormous
holiday spirit here in Saratoga, and is looking
forward to repeat sidewalk races with the kids in
2022. Thank you to Tabitha Temple for providing
candy canes for the event. 
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Saratoga Pool is kicking off another summer.
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Lorton Community Action Center (LCAC)
Want to get a jump start on your
spring cleaning and help your neighbors
in the process? Consider donating to the
Lorton Community Action Center's 2022
Spring Into Action Gala silent auction!
The organization will accept a variety of
items including (but not limited to) art,
collectibles, gift baskets, event tickets,
jewelry and more! The event will take
place on April 23 at the Springfield Golf
and Country Club.
Do you have an item you’d like
to donate, but aren’t sure if it would
be a good fit? Contact our Director of
Development, Elizabeth Hankins, at via
e-mail or call (703) 339-5161 Ext. 150.
Lorton's Attic. Did you know that
LCAC has a thrift shop? Shop at Lorton’s
Attic (9506 Richmond Highway, Lorton)
to find unique merchandise. They sell
seasonal clothing, shoes, accessories and
more. Proceeds from the Thrift Shop
support The Lorton Community Action
Center. For more information about
LCAC, go to lortonaction.org.
Are you able to donate things
unused around your house? Ready to get
a jump start on spring cleaning this year?
Items the Attic accepts include:
• Clothing (men, women & children),
clean and free of tears and stains;
• Furniture (accepted on a space available basis;
no entertainment centers);
• Small electronics (items must be in working
condition and include all bulbs, batteries,
cords, and connectors required for operation);
Decorative household items (e.g., lamps, wall
art, table accents, candles, etc.);
• Cookware;
• Glasses (matched sets of six or more);
• Serving pieces (e.g., bowls, platters, etc.);
• Flatware (complete sets of four place settings or
more);
• Dinnerware (complete sets of four place
settings or more).
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If any questions in regard to the status
of the opening or our continued COVID-19
response, please contact Linda Patterson via
e-mail or call (703) 339-5161, Ext. 140. 
LCAC seeks to provide low-income individuals
and families with access to basic needs and the
opportunity to empower themselves through selfsufficiency programs. LCAC helps to prevent
homelessness by offering emergency financial
assistance for rent or mortgage, as well as utilities.
The importance of keeping individuals, since the
steadiness of “a place to call home” impacts all aspects
of a family’s life. Contact the organization at info@
lortonaction.or or (703) 339-5161.
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Washington D.C.
Temple Open House
BEGINNING APRIL 28, 2022

All Are Welcome
dctemple.org

For the first time in nearly 50 years, the
Washington, D.C. Temple of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints will be open for FREE
public tours. They will begin Thursday, April
28, and have been extended to run through
Saturday, June 11 (except Sundays). The
40-minute tours will be conducted between 9am
and 9pm. Children are welcome. Photos and a
video introduction in several languages can be
found at dctemple.org.
On-site parking is limited. Reserve a
free, timed-entry parking ticket at dctemple.

org. Without it, your vehicle cannot access the
grounds. A FREE shuttle from the Forest Glen
Metro Station will also be available for those with
reserved tickets.
Individual entry for the Temple Open
House does not require a Tour Ticket.
Adjacent to the temple, the Washington
D.C. Temple Visitors’ Center will provide the
opportunity for visitors to learn more about
temples and the Church’s teachings after the
open house. It will be open after the temple is
rededicated, beginning June 19. 

Consider Native Plants for Your Yard
There are several initiatives to promote
the use of native plants: a northern Virginia
native plant campaign, a new online version of
a well-loved native plant guide and a statewide
campaign to plant more plants.
Native species are those that occur
in the region in which they evolved. Plants
evolve over geologic time, adapting to the
climate, soils, timing of rainfall, drought, frost
and complex interactions with other species.
In North America, plant species are generally
described as native if they grew here before
European settlement. (Definition courtesy of
the Virginia Department of Conservation and
Recreation.) Learn more about native plants
from the Virginia DCR at dcr.virginia.gov/
natural_heritage/nativeplants.shtml.
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Plant Northern Virginia Natives is
a new campaign that brings together the
Northern Virginia Regional Commission, local
chapters of the Virginia Native Plant Society,
nurseries, and other groups, creating a website,
guidebook and displays for local garden stores.
Find out more at plantnovanatives.org.
Another resource is Native Plants for
Wildlife Habitat and Conservation Landscaping in
the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, which is available
in a searchable form at nativeplantcenter.net.
Grow Some Good - Plant More Plants is the
message of a regional campaign to encourage
homeowners to beautify their property, reduce
runoff and protect the Chesapeake Bay by
simply putting more plants in the ground. Visit
plantmoreplants.com for more details. 
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Association Sticky Notes
Home Sales. From Jan. 1, 2021, through
Feb. 28, 2022, SCA received settlement
paperwork for 63 home sales. The average
sale price was $690,211, and the median price
was $690,000. The highest price was $865,000
while the lowest was $556,700. Home prices
continue to increase.
Anyone selling a single-family house (or
property) within the Saratoga community is
required by law to provide a Resale Disclosure
Packet to prospective buyers. The packet
consists of more than a copy of the SCA
Governing Documents available online. (Thus,
you can’t just download them to comply with the
requirement.)
When you
request the packet, the
SCA Architectural Review
Committee performs an
inspection to determine
if any covenant or
encroachment violations exist on the
property and generates a report. Afterwards,
the entire disclosure packet— including
a resale disclosure letter, copies of SCA
governing documents, a financial report, and
recent Saratoga Log newsletters is assembled.
The fee for a Disclosure Packet and
inspection is $100 (paid by the seller), the
Capital Contribution fee is $100 (paid by
buyer), and the Transfer Fee to new buyers is
$55 (paid by the buyer). Normal processing
time for a Resale Disclosure Packet request
is 14 calendar days. The fee to expedite the
request is $55.
Order a Resale Disclosure Packet
by completing the form available at
saratogacommunity.net) under Current
Residents/Selling Your Home and submitting
it via email to scadocs@saratogacommunity.net or
via fax to 703-455-8259. The packets are only
mailed or picked up. They are NOT emailed. If
you have any questions, leave a message at 703574-0186 or send a note to the email address
above. 
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Exterior Property
Maintenance and
Improvements.
Anyone planning
to perform work on the
exterior of a single-family
house—including but
not limited to additions,
color changes, work on sidewalks, stoops,
stairs, sheds, driveways, siding, shutters,
windows, and doors—within the Saratoga
Community is required to submit an Exterior
Modification Form to ensure that the work
meets the architectural requirements of the
community. The SCA Architectural Review
Committee (ARC) has 30 days to approve or
deny any requests. Do NOT start any exterior
modifications prior to receiving approval via
mail or email.
The form is available on the SCA
website (saratogacommunity.net) under Current
Residents/Architectural Requests. Completed
forms—along with a plan for the work, plat
of the property with modifications indicated,
and copies of Fairfax County permits—where
applicable, should be submitted via email to
architecture@saratogacommunity.net or via fax to
703-455-8259. Email ARC or leave a message at
703-574-0186 with any questions. 
Monthly Board Meetings. Join us on the
third Thursday of every month at 7pm.
(General membership meetings are held
quarterly, with the Annual Membership
Meeting in September.) The meetings are
open to all homeowners and tenants within
Saratoga’s single-family homes. Meeting
locations are announced on the SCA website,
in social media, via the email list, and on
neighborhood sign boards. Contact the board
for minutes or an agenda. E-mail scaboard@
saratogacommunity.net or call 703-455-8259
before the meeting to add items to the
agenda. 
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