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The official publication of the Saratoga Community Association in Springield, Virginia.
Paid advertisements should not be construed as SCA endorsement or recommendation.

2021 Annual Meeting

S

aratoga Community Association held the
2021 Annual Meeting at Harvester Church
on September 16th. 7 board members, 14
SCA members and residents and 3 guest
speakers attended. Cathy Turner, president of
the SCA board gave a nice welcome to the
attendees and led a discussion on deer hunting
on SCA common area property. The SCA board
has not approved deer hunting on common area
property. To learn more about deer management
please visit https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
wildlife/deer-management-program and https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/wildlife/archeryprogram.
Paul Perrone gave a brief presentation on
the financial outlook for SCA. In the following
months the SCA board will be discussing a dues
increase to support tree maintenance on SCA
common area property.
Christine McCoy, from the Fairfax County
Solid Waste Management Program, gave a
presentation on glass recycling, food scraps, yard
waste and the Zero Waste by 2030 program in
Fairfax County. Purple glass recycling bins are a
logistic and cost issue for Fairfax County,
currently 20 sites in the county. There is a food
scrap drop-off program to reduce greenhouse
gases and increase soil program. Yard waste now
is in paper bags and dump-able containers,
which will decrease micro-plastics in the
environment. It is best practice to return yard
clippings and leaves back to your own yard,
flower beds and gardens. The Zero Waste by
2030 program aims to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions in Fairfax County linked to municipal
solid waste.
Beverly Druitt, chair of the nominations
committee, provided information for the three
positions up for election on the board along with
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introductions. There were no floor nominations
during the meeting. 16 in person ballots, 19 mail and
fax ballots and 5 email ballots were collected,
unanimously Mark Rubley, Don Moore and Kaarin
Engleman were re-elected as Directors.
Congratulations to the elected Directors.
Continued on page 4.
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Upcoming Activities
Santa's Trip Through Saratoga
December 11th
Rain date December 12th
SCA Exterior Holiday Decorating Contest
Entry December 1-16
Online Voting December 17-23
Awards December 24
SCA Board Meeting – December 16
FCPS Winter Break – December 18 - January
2 SCA Board Meeting – January 20
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SCA Is Here for You

S

aratoga Community Association (SCA) is a
homeowners association chartered in 1970
under Virginia law. It is a not-for-profit,
non-stock corporation formed to provide for
the maintenance, preservation and architectural
control of the single-family residential lots and
common areas within the Saratoga boundaries
and to further promote the health, safety and
welfare of the residents. (NOTE: SCA is not
responsible for the townhouses, apartments, or
swimming pool within the community, though
all of the concerned organizations’ boards meet
regularly.)
SCA is managed by non-paid volunteers,
elected by the members, and community
participation is highly encouraged. The Board of
Directors meets at 7pm on the third Thursday of
each month via video conference or live meeting.
Quarterly membership meetings are held in
March, June, and December, and the annual
membership meeting is held in September. All
meetings are open to the community.

2–Saratoga Log

SCA welcomes volunteers to serve on
the board and committees, and to help with
Neighborhood Watch and events. We are
particularly in need of assistance with the
Social and Environment committees. We are
also looking for a neighborhod historian. The
Saratoga Log Editor appreciates contributions
from the community. Send submissions to
newsletter@saratogacommunity.net.
To connect with SCA, check out our
website at saratogacommunity.net or fi nd us on
Facebook and Twitter @saratoga22153. Leave a
message for the board at 703-574-0186; send
mail to PO Box 479, Springfield, Virginia 22150;
or send a note to one of the following e-mail
addresses:
scaboard@saratogacommunity.net
scadocs@saratogacommunity.net
architecture@saratogacommunity.net
social@saratogacommunity.net
environment@saratogacommunity.net
newsletter@saratogacommunity.net
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SCA 2021-2022 Board Members and Ofﬁcers
Position/Title
President/Disclosure Packets
VP Communications/Webmaster
Secretary/Chair of Social Events Committee
Executive VP/Chair Architectural Committee
VP Operations
Environmental Affairs VP/Newsletter
VP of Community Relations
Treasurer/Neighborhood Watch Coordinator
Sergeant-at-Arms
Assistant Treasurer
Historian

Board Member/Officer
Cathy Turner
Jeff Baker
Chesapeake Dalrymple
Mark Rubley
Don Moore
Kaarin Engelmann
Beverly Druitt
Paul Perrone
Norman Johnson
Dennis Turner
Open

Term
2020 – 2023
2020 – 2023
2020 – 2023
2021 – 2024
2021 – 2024
2021 – 2024
2019 – 2022
2019 – 2022
2019 – 2022
NA
NA

Committees
Architecural Review: Mark Rubley (chair), Don Moore, Norm Johnson, Laura Yates, Cathy Turner
Environmental Affairs: Kaarin Engelmann (chair), Don Moore, Chesapeake Dalrymple, Cathy Turner
Social Events: Chesapeake Dalrymple (chair), Beverly Druitt, Cathy Turner
Community Handbook Working Group: Beverly Druitt, Don Moore, Kaarin Engelmann, C. Dalrymple

SCA Log and Website Editorial and Ads

A

ds in the Saratoga Log and on
the Saratogacommunity.net are an
inexpensive way to reach members
of our community,
support your
business, and
provide funds for the
Saratoga Community
Association to
administer programs.
Contact newsletter@
saratogacommunity.net
to request ad placement
or with questions.
The Saratoga Log is published quarterly,
approximately March, June, September, and
December. It is distributed via email, mail
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(upon request), and posted to the website. The
deadline for ad submissions is the 21st of the
month prior to publication. All files should be
high resolution PDF and can be in color or
black and white. Rates are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

Full Page (7 x 9.5) - $60/issue
Half Page (7 x 4.5) - $30/issue
Quarter Page (3.5 x 4.5) - $15/issue
Business Card (3.5 x 2) - $7/issue
Website Ad (3.5 x 4.5) - $10/month or
$25/quarter

Disclaimer: Saratoga Community Association
does not endorse advertisers or their services.
Homeowners assume all risks. The SCA board
reserves the right to reject ads that are not
appropriate for its constituents.
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2021 Annual Meeting

Continued from page 1
Andrew Wargo and Doug Goodman
gave a presentation on Community Emergency
Response Program (CERT, a free training
program administered through the county fire
and rescue department. The training prepares
residents to help themselves, their families, and
their neighbors in the event of a disaster in their
community. Through CERT, residents can learn
about disaster preparedness and receive training
in basic disaster response skills such as fire
safety, light search and rescue, and disaster
medical operations. With this training,
volunteers can provide critical support by
giving immediate assistance to victims before
emergency first responders arrive on scene.
CERT training is free of charge and basic CERT
gear is provided. The minimum requirements to
participate in CERT training at any level is that
residents be 16 years of age or older, and either

be a Fairfax County resident, or work in Fairfax
County. CERT training is offered several times a
year, at the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Academy and other locations throughout the
community. https://fairfaxcountycert.org/
SCA would like to thank all the members
and residents who attended or mailed in ballots
to the annual meeting. 

Monthly Board Meetings
Join us on the third Thursday of every
month at 7pm. The meeting is open to all
homeowners and tenants within Saratoga's
single-family homes, to discuss current
happenings in and around the Saratoga
neighborhood. Meeting location will be
updated on the SCA website and on
neighborhood sign boards.
https://saratogacommunity.net/
board-meetings/

Trees and Shrubs

Fall and winter are great times to complete yard work on those shrubs and trees that may
have been difficult to complete during the hot summer days. The HOA appreciates the work many of
you have already done to prepare your shrubs and trees for Spring 2022. We have noticed, however,
that some trees and shrubs in the subdivision do not meet SCA Community Standards. Trees and
shrubs that extend over public sidewalks must be trimmed to remain six feet six inches (6’6”) above
the sidewalk. In addition, some shrubbery extends into the sidewalk thereby impeding the many
walkers and runners that are using the sidewalks.
Download a copy of the latest SCA Policies and Community Standards at
saratogacommunity.net or obtain a printed copy by leaving a message at 703-574-0186 or contacting
the board at scaboard@saratoga.net.

Scouting for Food!

On Saturday, November 13,
Troop 859 and Pack 1892 collected
about 3,353.9 lbs of non-perishable
foods from neighborhood porches
for Lorton Action Center, which
serves our area.
The National Capital Area
Council of the BSA has a goal of
collecting a million pounds of food
this year for the entire metro area.
Thank you for participating. 
4–Saratoga Log
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ALLEGIANCE
“As a Springfield resident for over
30 years and full service agent, I
am your area expert for actively
marketing your home! The proof
is in the results ... call me to
discuss getting your home sold
Jo Ann Kennel, REALTOR
Associate Broker

®

RE/MAX Allegiance
Office: 703-250-8500
Cell: 703-403-3899
eMail: jakennel@cox.net

5641 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015

quickly and professionally.
Not quite ready yet? Call me for a
free market analysis of your home
and neighborhood.
-Jo Ann

Each office independently owned and operated

To visit more properties, visit my websites at:
joannkennelrealtor.com and joann-kennel.remax.com

SCA Upcoming Activities
Santa's Trip Through Saratoga
Old Saint Nick has scheduled a neighborhood
tour on Saturday December 11th, with a rain date for
December 12th. From 1-3:30 pm, 15 neighborhood
stops will help guide Santa and his local crew of elves
and bring a little joy to our neighborhood. Last year
neighborhood families had a sunny afternoon of
merriment, picture taking, and a surprise visit from
Buddy the Elf. Send us your favorite photos to
include in the next Saratoga Log or on our Facebook
page.
To volunteer your time decorating, placing
Santa stop signs or supervising a Santa stop please
email socail@saratogacommunity.net. To volunteer at
a Santa stop please sign-up online at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70A0844AFAA23AAFE3-santas1
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8184 McCauley Way • Lorton, VA 22079 • 703-969-7902
LOTAS Fence Options Inc. prides itself on setting the bar high on ‘personalized service’ which sets us apart
from our competitors by providing exceptional customer servce and quality custom fencing, decks, and patios.
No other company of its kind will provide you the service that you expect and deserve. We have over 20 years
of experience, skilled installers, and very knowledgeable Field Representatives. Contact us for a FREE estimate.

Saratoga Communication Association is being offered a 10% discount on upcoming projects.

Recent Trash Service Issues

Single family homes in Saratoga are
serviced by four main trash pickup services,
which operate six days per week. These service
providers have often been delaying their
services due to labor shortages. Fairfax County
Solid Waste has also allowed these servicers to
collect yard waste with normal trash pick up
due to the labor shortages. The SCA board is
aware that this affects the entire community.
Keep in mind that Republic Services suspends
yard waste pick-up until spring, beginning Dec.
24, and American Disposal suspends yard waste
pick up for the winter beginning Jan. 5. We
encourage you to check with your service about
Christmas tree pick up and changes to winter
services for 2022. 

Thanks for the Memories

Saratoga at 50 years and counting
by Chris Hughes, SCA resident

H

ow’s your memory? Remember
Snowmageddon 2010? How many
hours/days did it take you to shovel
out? Did you use your sled to bring back
groceries from Giant because the neighborhood
roads were still impassable for your little Prius?
Do you remember those Decembers in the 90s
when Santa would personally visit your house
on request and then he transitioned to riding a
firetruck through the neighborhood? Or those
Easter Egg hunts and those lazy summer days at
the pool? Or the community yard sales where
you ended up buying more than you sold?
Remember those “heated” association meetings
about whether to “save the pool”? Did your culde-sac celebrate the 4th of July with pot-luck
dinners followed by fireworks? Do you have
any good stories about your time serving with
the Neighborhood Watch program? Do you
hike the trail along the creek with your kids?
Did you start meeting lots of your neighbors
when walking became a daily routine for all of
us homebound by the Pandemic?
So, what is your story? Why did you
choose Saratoga? Was it recommended by a
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friend, or did you just stumble on us? Are you a
second-generation resident? Have you lived
here for 40+ years or 4 days or somewhere in
between? No matter. The Saratoga Community
Association needs your memories of life in
Saratoga as part of its “History of Saratoga”
project in commemoration of our 50th
anniversary. Start jotting down your thoughts.
Ask your kids (those still at home and those who
have left the nest). Ask former residents and the
kids of those who have passed away. We all
have stories, and we are all historians.
How: Email is best, but we will be happy to
pick-up your reminiscences (handwritten is
okay) or take them over the phone. Try to
include a year or at least a decade if you can!
And don’t forget to include pictures if you have
them!
When: Please send your submissions as soon as
you can as our 50th anniversary is fast
approaching.
Contact: Chris Hughes,
christinefhughes@gmail.com, 703-569-6132.
REWARD: The thanks of your neighbors and
posterity. 
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Snow Removal

The Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) is responsible for
removing snow and ice from the thousands of
miles of public roads (interstate, primary and
secondary) in Fairfax County. (For additional
information see bit.ly/36n6fqW.) Clearing is
done on a priority basis, with interstates and
high volume roads cleared first. Public
roadways can typically be identified by route
number signs posted at street intersections. Once
the most heavily traveled roads and emergency
routes are adequately clear, snow crews move to
less-traveled roads and subdivisions.
Neither VDOT nor the county clears snow
and ice from public walkways (sidewalks and
trails). While not legally obligated, residents are
asked to help keep sidewalks safe, when
possible,by clearing snow in front of their
property so that all pedestrians may walk
securely. We encourage you to help your
neighbors with shoveling and ice removal
whenever possible. 

8 Places to Consider
Shoveling Snow

Get those snow shovels and blowers ready
to tackle these recommended spots in our
neighborhood:
1. The sidewalk in front of your home
2. Sidewalks in front of vacant homes or
homes where residents are unable to
shovel
3. Fire hydrants
4. Bus stops (there are more than 4,000 in
the county!)
5. Sidewalks/paths that lead to schools or
community buildings
6. Walking trails
7. Storm drains
8. Parking identified as accessible spaces
for people with disabilities

Updated SCA Guidebook/Website

Check out SaratogaCommunity.net for the update that includes online access to governing
documents and an updated Saratoga Community Guidebook, with key information for SCA
members and residents, especially useful for those who have recently moved into the neighborhood!
The Community Handbook Working Group: Beverly Druitt, Don Moore, Kaarin Engelmann,
Chesapeake Dalrymple have been hard at work reviewing and updating the content from the old
blue covered handbook. An updated community map is also included.
You can receive a free printed copy of the Guidebook, upon request by leaving a message for
the board at 703-574-0186 or an email to scaboard@saratogacommunity.net. Please include your
name and address so a volunteer can drop it off. 

The SCA Homeowner & Tenant Guidebook

The latest revision of the community guidebook, dated
September 2021, can be downloaded.
https://saratogacommunity.net/homeowner-guidebook/

The SCA Community Map

The community map, part of the revised guidebook, can
be downloaded as a separate document.
https://saratogacommunity.net/community-map/
10– Saratoga Log
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Flashback: Community Fun Day October 9th, 2021
SCA Fun Day 2021 SCA held a Fun Day on
Colorado Springs Drive on Saturday October
9th. Just over 250 people from 75 SCA
households, joined in the fun on a wonderful fall
day. Children of all ages enjoyed a climbing
wall, inflatable bounce houses, soccer kick
games, and a ride on a train that chugged all the
way down and back on St. Georges Court. Many
thanks to the Griffins who offered to grill
hotdogs, and the many community hands that
helped to pack up at the end of the event. Thank
you all for making Saratoga a wonderful place to
call home. 
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Go Take a Hike: Restorative Trail Project

O

n August 29th, neighborhood Boy
Scout Partick Swingle, worked on his
Eagle Scout Project with SCA. Patrick
and a team of over 35 scouts and adults reblazed a wooded walking trail from SCA
common area on Richfield Drive down to the
Gerry Connolly Cross County Trail. Patrick
worked for a number of months identifying
possible trail maintenance and locations
within the Saratoga Community. The walking
path traverses creeks, forest floor, and rocky
areas, with moderate difficulty. The path is
marked with yellow trail blazes on trees and
natural tree log and limb border and meets
up with Fairfax County Property. All material
moved for the trail restoration, was
redeposited into the forest area to naturally
decompose.
Entrance to the trail is on SCA
common area property between 7903 and
7907 Richfield Drive. When enjoying the
common areas, please be mindful of
neighbors property and Fairfax County Parks
land.
The SCA Environmental Committee
looks forward to continued work and
maintenance on SCA common area property
for the enjoyment of the community.

12–Saratoga Log
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Community Emergency Response Team #158

A

re you ready for the next disaster? Do you
now what to do if your child, husband or
wife were severely injured? Could you
actually save their life? With CERT training you
can!
Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) is a program to make communities
safer, more prepared, and when incidents occur,
more resilient in recovery. CERT is a nationwide FEMA program managed in Fairfax
County by the Fire and Rescue Department. The
CERT program trains everyone in Emergency
Preparedness, lite search and rescue, and disaster
medical operations, as initial responders to save
lives when first responders might be delayed.
The training prepares people to
help themselves, their families,
and their communities during
major disasters until first
responders arrive.
Did I mention that the
Training is FREE and that
we provide your initial basic
response gear? Once trained
as a basic CERT there are no
additional obligations. Although
experience has shown that
keeping the training fresh keeps
you prepared, how you follow
up is totally up to you. You may choose to att end
more advanced training, also FREE to trained
CERT members. And you, like many others, may
choose to get more involved in our training and
other activities.
The CERT Program of Fairfax County is
an award-winning volunteer program with more
than 200 ACTIVE volunteers providing support
and assistance for community projects around
the county. Since 2004, the Fairfax County CERT
program has taught more than 4,000 people,
including a dozen Saratoga residents, the life
saving skills that can make a diﬀerence.
Fairfax County CERT training is
proceeded by a Welcome Meeting that explains
the training program. CERT Basic Training
consists of two courses: CERT Basic Online and
December 2021

CERT Basic Skills. The combination of online
and in-person training allows the student to
‘’self-pace’’ through the lecture elements of the
curriculum, and then schedule themselves for
the next hands-on skills training when they have
completed the lectures.
The next Welcome Meeting is September
13, followed by another on October 1. This
virtual meeting lays out the Fairfax County CERT
Basic Training program, walks you through the
steps to register for the “CERT Basic Online”
course, and provides support while you take the
Online course with three additional, optional,
Question and Answer (Q&A) Sessions. All virtual
sessions begin at 7pm and are usually finished
around 8:30pm. A certificate of
completion for the online course
is required in order to be eligible
register for the CERT Basic Skills
course. Sign up on the Fairfax
County Volunteer management
System (VMS) at volunteer.
fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/
opp_details/186341. The Zoom
meeting ID and password is
sent to you 24 hours before
the session as a reminder and
confirmation of your enrollment.
Saratoga’s Harvester
Church will host a CERT Basic Skills course
on September 10 for those who have alreayd
registered in the Fairfax Cou ty Volunteer
Management System (VMS), attended the CERT
Welcome Meeting and Q&A Session 1, compleed
the CERT Basic Online course and sbmitted the
Completion Certificate. .
The training is open to all individuals 18
years or older. Teens, 16 and 17 years old, may
attend with written parent/guardian permission;
and teens 13 to 15 years old may also attend with
the active participation of a parent/guardian.
For more information, contact Wayne Vick,
a 30-year Saratoga resident and the Training
Division Lead, at trainingdiv@fairfaxcountyCERT.
org, or call him at 202-498-2310, and visit the
CERT website at fairfaxcountyCERT.org. 
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Safety: Neighborhood Watch and More

enroll in a class, contact Paul Perrone Saratoga’s
eighborhood Watch is a community
Neighborhood Watch Program Coordinator at
outreach program of the Fairfax County
703-440-1361, 703-650- 8163 (cell) or perronepj@
Police Department that calls for citizens
gmail.com to connect you with the training and to
to watch out for their neighbors and their
volunteer.
properties. Why should you volunteer? Because
While we have about 30 people on our
Neighborhood Watch prevents crime, enhances
list, there are only a handful who are signing
the reporting of suspicious activities, raises the
up for patrols and
awareness of crime,
we continue to
serves as a warning to
Crime Prevention Reminders/Notes
look to expand our
criminals, promotes
• Unlocked parked vehicles continue to be
volunteer base for
neighborliness,
the number one crime in Fairfax County. So,
mobile and walking
provides access
keep your vehicles locked and do not store
patrols. (Residents
to crime data, and
any valuable items (e.g., laptops, phones) in
of the single-family
increases arrests and
your car, particularly in plain sight.
houses, townhouses
convictions. When
• Close your garage doors at night. Our voland apartments
criminals are aware of
unteers routinely report homeowners leave
are welcome to
Neighborhood Watch,
them up which invites theft.
participate.). Our
they are less willing to
• Individuals continue to trespass by parking
community would
risk detection—so they
in the Saratoga Pool parking lot. However,
benefit greatly if
don’t commit a crime,
there are some reserved parking spots which
you could conduct
or they go elsewhere.
individuals pay a fee for.
at least one patrol
Participation can
• Whether you are on an oﬃcial patrol or not
every 6 months and
include passive
if you encounter a crime in progress or a
recruit
more of your
observation, walking
dangerous situation call or text 911. If you
neighbors. You can use
patrols, and mobile
just notice suspicious activity or if there is
this as an opportunity
patrols.
a non-life threatening emergency, contact
to explore the
Although our
the police at their non-emergency number
neighborhood as you
patrols are mostly on
703-691-2131/TTY 703-877-3715. Also, please
do a patrol.
weekend evenings,
email Paul regarding the incident so that he
Saratoga Spot
you can patrol at
can track it.
Crime is an alert plan
any time. Daytime
for our neighborhood
patrols are useful since
criminals often target homes when people are not to help share video evidence of crimes and
make neighbors aware of incidents. If you are
home.
on NextDoor, search the groups to find it. Only
To be part of Saratoga’s Neighborhood
Watch you need to attend a short (approximately Saratoga residents are allowed. While this plan
is not part of the oﬃcial Neighborhood Watch
45 minutes), one-time training program with
program, it is a great and welcome idea. 
the Fairfax County Police. If you would like to

Tis the Season.....
The elusive porch pirate may soon strike again. While the holidays may be a joyous time in your
house and community, it is also a joyous time for the people who are looking to steal the precious
packages off of your porch. If you believe you were the victim of porch piracy, or any other crime,
contact the police at the non-emergency number of 703-691-2131 or 911 for an emergency. If there
are any other crime prevention questions, contact the West Springfield District Station Crime
Prevention Officer at 703-277-2363.
14–Saratoga Log
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HARVEStER

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Living Side By Side

Join us for:
Sunday Morning Worship
10:00 AM
In person and virtual + Spanish Translation
Sunday School

11:30AM

LifeQuest (K-5th)
Sundays 5:30 PM
Youth Group (6th-12th)
Sundays 7:00 PM
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Sundays 8:30 AM (Virtually)

••••••••••••••••• ••• ••••• •••••••••••••••
7800 Rolling Road, Springfield, VA
www.harvesterpca.org

I

703-455-7800

Fairfax County Food Scraps Composting Drop Off

F

airfax County recently began accepting
food scraps for composting at the two
solid waste management facilities, the
I-95 landfill Complex and the I-66 Transfer
Station. They are open from 7a.m. to 4 p.m.
seven days a week. You can drop off your food
scraps into one of the green bins.
In addition to these sites, four farmers
marketshave added food scrap composting.

How Does it
Work?

While you’re cooking
dinner, scrape the
trimmings from your
vegetables or pieces of
meat into your
countertop container.
This could be potato
peels, bones, or egg
shells. If you had coffee or tea, the grounds or
the tea bag can go in too. After dinner, you can
scrape whatever’s left on you plate into the
container. You may choose to keep your food
waste in your fridge or freezer before you’re
ready to take it to the drop-off site. Or you
may choose to use a sealed countertop
container. Do whatever works for you.
When you’ve accumulated a good
amount of food waste, it’s time to drop it off at
the location that’s most convenient for you. If
you lined the bucket with a compostable liner,
you
can throwthat in too. If you used a regular
plastic bag, you’ll need to empty the food
scraps into the container and throw away the
plastic bag separately. Rinse the bucket out
when you get home. And pat yourself on the
back – you just made a difference.
Please repurpose reusable, or
compostable containers, bags, boxes, or bins for
the purpose of transporting your food scraps to
the drop-off sites. For more information, or
general inquiries regarding this program,
contact the Outreach Team at 703-324-5230
16–Saratoga Log

The graphic below should tell you
everything you need to know about what you
can, and cannot, place into the food waste bins. It
is important to keep contaminants like plastic
bags, pet waste, and wrappers out of the bin.
This is a pilot program; the goal is to find out if
Fairfax County can successfully collect food
waste to be turned into high-quality compost. 
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Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO)

T

he holiday season is here and ECHO is
aware of many families who would
welcome the gift of groceries for a festive
holiday meal or toy donation for children. Help
ECHO bring happy holidays to local children
whose families are struggling financially.
ECHO needs new toys by Tuesday, December 7,
(not gift-wrapped) for children ages 0 to 15.
They will be made available for parents/clients
to choose for their children. We are collecting at
our Donation Door at 7205 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield, on weekdays between 9:30 am and
12:30 pm, or on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday evenings between 7:00 and 9:00. We
have an Amazon Wishlist for donors who would
like to make a purchase to be delivered directly
to ECHO. The easiest way to access the wishlist
is from our homepage at echo-inc.org.
Questions should be directed to
ECHOHOLIDAYSHOP@gmail.com.
ECHO is aware of many families who
would welcome the gift of groceries to make a
festive holiday meal at Christmas, especially in a
time of rising food prices. ECHO can arrange for
a donor to provide those resources directly to a
specific local family. For the safety of all, we
are urging that donors mail grocery gift cards
instead of delivering bags of food. If you would
like to help a family, or families, have a special
meal this December, contact
franalaneck@msn.com for more information
This month, ECHO’s Clothing Room
needs clothing that is clean and in good repair
for teen boys who wear Small or Medium men’s
sizes- especially sweatpants and sweatshirts,
long sleeve tees and sneakers in Men’s sizes 6 to
9. Adult winter coats are in short supply and
very much needed right now. In November,
ECHO’s Food Pantry saw a 20% increase in food
requests over prior months. Right now, our
Food Pantry especially needs laundry detergent,
pancake syrup, cooking oil, spaghetti sauce,
jelly, and shaving razors.
ECHO is a place where people with (even
a little) time on their hands and a lot of concern
for others in their hearts can find important
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Need Help?
Necesita Ayuda?
Are you experiencing a setback in
your ability to maintain your household?
With some help could you keep things
going for your family? ECHO can help
you with emergency food, prepacked
children’s clothing, diapers, school supplies,
and limited financial assistance with rent,
utilities, and car repairs. Call 703-569-9160.
Esta usted en problemas para
mantener a su familia? En ECHO estamos
listos para ayudar a nuestros vecinos que
se encuentran necesitados. ECHO puede
ayudarle con alimentos de emergencia, ropa
para niños ya empacada, pañales, útiles
escolares y asistencia financiera limitada
para su alquiler, servicios públicos y
reparaciones de automóviles. Llame al 703work to do. Volunteers are needed at some
specific times for specific types of work: Food
Room on Monday or Wednesday; Donation Door
on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday; Counselor
on Tuesday or Wednesday; Fund Raising
Committee whose hours are not tied to our hours
of operation. For a full list see echo-inc.org and
click the Volunteer tab, or email
Volunteercoordinator@echo-inc.org. ECHO has
returned to traditional days and times of
operation., Monday through Friday, 9:30 am to
12:30 pm and Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday evenings, 7:00 to 9:00, as well as one
Saturday morning a month (check echo-inc.org
for the date each month). 
ECHO, an all volunteer, 501(c)(3) charity,
gives food and financial help to people with short-term
emergencies, and provides clothes and household items
to people with low incomes. For more information or to
request assistance or oﬀer support, visit echo-inc.org or
send an email to admin@echo-inc.org.
December 2021

Lorton Community Action Center (LCAC)

D

id you know that LCAC has a thrift shop?
Come shop at Lorton's Attic to find
unique merchandise. They sell seasonal
clothing, shoes, accessories and more. Proceeds
from the Thrift Shop support The Lorton
Community Action Center. For more
information about LCAC, go to:
www.lortonaction.org
Are you able to donate things unused
around your house? Ready to get a jump start on
spring cleaning this year?
Items the Attic accepts:
• Clothing (men, women & children), clean and
free of tears and stains.
• Furniture – accepted on a space available basis.
We do not accept entertainment centers.
• Small electronics – Items must be in working
condition and include all bulbs, batteries, cords
and connectors required for operation.
• Decorative household items (lamps, wall art,
table accents, candles, etc.)
• Cookware
• Glasses in matched sets of six (4) or more

• Serving pieces (bowls, platters, etc.)
• Flatware in complete sets of four (4) place
settings or more
• Dinnerware in complete sets of four (4) place
setting or more
Lorton's Attic
9506 Richmond Highway Lorton, VA 22079
If any questions in regard to the status of
the opening or our continued COVID-19 response,
please contact Linda Patterson via e-mail or call
(703) 339-5161, Ext. 140.
The Lorton Community Action Center (LCAC) seeks to
provide low-income individuals and families with access
to basic needs and the opportunity to empower
themselves through self-suﬃciency programs. LCAC
helps to prevent homelessness by oﬀering emergency
financial assistance for rent or mortgage, as well as
utilities. The importance of keeping individuals, since
the steadiness of “a place to call home” impacts all
aspects of a family’s life. Contact the organization at
(703) 339-5161 or info@lortonaction.org

Historic Sydenstricker Schoolhouse
8511 Hooes, Road, Springfield VA 22153
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Association Sticky Notes
Selling Your House?
Exterior Property
Anyone selling a single-family house
Maintenance and
(or property) within the Saratoga community
Improvements. Anyone
is required by law to provide a Resale
planning to perform
Disclosure Packet to prospective buyers. The
work on the exterior of a
packet consists of more than a copy of the SCA
single-family house within
Governing Documents available online. (Thus,
the Saratoga Community
you can’t just download them to comply with the
is required to submit an
requirement.) When you request the packet, the
Exterior Modification Form to ensure that the
SCA Architectural
work meets the architectural requirements
Review Committee
of the community. The Architectural Review
performs an inspection
Committee (ARC) has 30 days to approve or
to determine if
deny the request. Do NOT start any exterior
any covenant or
modifications prior to receiving approval via
encroachment
mail or email.
violations exist on the
The form is available on the SCA
property and generates
website
(saratogacommunity.net) under Current
a report. Afterwards,
Residents/Architectural Requests. Completed
the entire disclosure packet— including
forms—along with a plan for the work, plat
a resale disclosure, copies of SCA
of the property with modifications indicated,
governing documents, a financial report, and
and copies of Fairfax County permits, where
recent Saratoga Log newsletter is assembled.
applicable—should be submitted via email to
The fee for a Disclosure Packet and inspection
architecture@saratogacommunity.net or via fax
is $100 (paid by the seller), the Capital
to 703-455-8259. If you have any questions,
Contribution fee is $100 (paid by buyer), and
contact the ARC. 
the Transfer Fee to new buyers is $55 (paid by
the buyer). Normal processing
time for a Resale Disclosure
Packet request is 14 calendar
Your neighborhood dentist who treats you like family.
days. The fee to expedite the
request is $55.
Order a Resale Disclosure
Packet by completing the form
available at saratogacommunity.
net) under Current Residents/
Selling Your Home and
submitting it via email to
scadocs@saratogacommunity.
net or via fax to 703-455-8259.
The packets are only mailed
or picked up. They are NOT
emailed. If you have any
questions, leave a message at
7841 Rolling Rd, Suite C | Springfield, VA 22153
703-574-0186 or send a note to
the email address above. 
703.455.5555 | springfielddentalclinic.com
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