
2021 Annual Meeting

Saratoga Community Association (SCA) 
will hold its Annual Membership Meeting 
(and Pie Social) on September 16. All SCA 

members (owners of single-family homes within 
Saratoga) and residents of the single-family 
houses in Saratoga are invited to att end. Bring a 
pie to share! (SCA will provide pies, as well.)

The board will present budgets for the 
2021-2022 year, as well as the 2022-2023 year, 
which will include an dues increase to cover tree 
removal, since many trees have died recently. 
(In just the past 2 years, we have had to spend 
$24,767 more than budgeted for tree removal.) 
A dues increase will also help address trail 
maintenance, because it has not been performed 
for many years. The proposed budget will be 
included in the mailing that all members will 

receive in August. 
The meeting 

will also include 
an election for 
three members of 
the SCA Board of 
Directors. All SCA 
property owners 
“in good standing” 

can submit their names to be placed on the ballot 
or vote in the election. (To be “in good standing” 
members must be up-to-date wih dues, including 
the 2021-2022 dues, which are $70 and due by 
September 1.)  Absentee ballots may be provided 
upon request. (NOTE that while tenants may not 
serve on the Board of Directors or vote, they are 
welcome to att end board meetings and serve on 
committ ees.)

If you have a question you would like 
addressed by the board, please send question(s) 
to scaboard@saratogacommunity.net on or before 
September 15, 2021, so we can have an answer for 
you at the Annual Meeting. 
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July 2021

Upcoming Activities
Neighborhood Watch Training  – July 20

Christmas in July  – July 25

National Night Out & Food Trucks – August 3

SCA Pool Night – August 19

SCA Board Meeting – August 19

FCPS First Day – August 23

Trail Restoration Project – August 29

Annual Meeting & Pie Social – September 16

Common Area Clean-up – September 28

Community Day  – October 2
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Saratoga Community Association (SCA) is a 
homeowners association chartered in 1970 
under Virginia law. It is a not-for-profi t, 

non-stock corporation formed to provide for 
the maintenance, preservation and architectural 
control of the single-family residential lots and 
common areas within the Saratoga boundaries 
and to further promote the health, safety and 
welfare of the residents. (NOTE: SCA is not 
responsible for the townhouses, apartments, or 
swimming pool within the community, though 
all of the concerned organizations’ boards meet 
regularly.) 

SCA is managed by non-paid volunteers, 
elected by the members, and community 
participation is highly encouraged. The Board of 
Directors meets at 7pm on the third Thursday of 
each month via video conference or live meeting. 
Quarterly membership meetings are held in 
March, June, and December, and the annual 
membership meeting is held in September. All 
meetings are open to the community. 

SCA welcomes volunteers to serve on 
the board and committ ees, and to help with 
Neighborhood Watch and events. We are 
particularly in need of assistance with the 
Social and Environment committ ees. We are 
also looking for a neighborhod historian. The 
Saratoga Log Editor appreciates contributions 
from the community. Send submissions to 
newslett er@saratogacommunity.net.

To connect with SCA, check out our 
website at saratogacommunity.net or fi nd us on 
Facebook and Twitt er @saratoga22153. Leave 
a message for the board at 703-574-0186; send 
mail to PO Box 479, Springfi eld, Virginia 22150; 
or  send a note to one of the following e-mail 
addresses: 

scaboard@saratogacommunity.net 
scadocs@saratogacommunity.net

architecture@saratogacommunity.net
social@saratogacommunity.net

environment@saratogacommunity.net

SCA Is Here for You
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Ads in the Saratoga Log and on 
the Saratogacommunity.net are an 
inexpensive way to reach members 

of our community, 
support your 
business, and 
provide funds for the 
Saratoga Community 
Association to 
administer programs. 
Contact newslett er@
saratogacommunity.net 
to request ad placement 
or with questions.

The Saratoga Log is published quarterly, 
approximately March, June, September, and 
December. It is distributed via email, mail 

(upon request), and posted to the website. The 
deadline for ad submissions is the 21st of the 
month prior to publication. All fi les should be 
high resolution PDF and can be in color or 

black and white. Rates are as follows:

• Full Page (7 x 9.5) - $60/issue
• Half Page (7 x 4.5) - $30/issue
• Quarter Page (3.5 x 4.5) - $15/issue
• Business Card (3.5 x 2) - $7/issue
• Website Ad (3.5 x 4.5) - $10/month or 

$25/quarter

 Disclaimer: Saratoga Community Association 
does not endorse advertisers or their services. 
Homeowners assume all risks. The SCA board 
reserves the right to reject ads that are not 
appropriate for its constituents.

SCA Log and Website Editorial and Ads

Board Member Position/Title Term
Mark Rubley Executive VP/Chair Architectural Committee 2018 – 2021
Don Moore VP Operations 2018 – 2021
Kaarin Engelmann Environmental Aff airs VP/Newsletter 2018 – 2021
Beverly Druitt VP of Community Relations 2019 – 2022
Paul Perrone Treasurer/Neighborhood Watch Coordinator 2019 – 2022
Norman Johnson Sergeant-at-Arms 2019 – 2022
Cathy Turner President/Disclosure Packets 2020 – 2023
Jeff  Baker VP Communications/Webmaster 2020 – 2023
Chesapeake Dalrymple Secretary/Chair of Social Events Committee 2020 – 2023

Offi  cers (Non-Board Members) Position
Dennis Turner Assistant Treasurer
Open Historian

Committees
Architecural Review: Mark Rubley (chair), Don Moore, Norm Johnson, Laura Yates, Cathy Turner
Environmental Aff airs: Kaarin Engelmann (chair), Don Moore, Chesapeake Dalrymple, Cathy Turner
Social Events: Chesapeake Dalrymple (chair), Beverly Druitt, Cathy Turner
Community Handbook Working Group: Beverly Druitt, Don Moore, Kaarin Engelmann, C. Dalrymple

SCA 2020-2021 Board Members and Offi cers
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This year Juneteenth was celebrated on 
Saturday, June 19 (with a brand new Federal 
holiday dedicated to it celebrated on Friday). 
Juneteenth is the oldest and largest known 
celebration commemorating the ending of slavery 
in the United States. On June 19, 1865, the Union 
soldiers led by Major General Gordon Granger 
rode into Galveston, Texas and read President 
Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation to the public 
that the war had ended and that all enslaved 
people were offi  cially by law free.  President 
Lincoln had signed the document on Jan. 1, 
1863, but it took another 
two and a half years for 
news of freedom to reach 
the nearly quarter of a 
million slaves in Texas. 

The moment 
was signifi cant. Texas 
had been the last of 
the Confederate states 
where enslavement 
continued, despite 
President Abraham 
Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation to end 
slavery in 1863 and 
despite the end of the 
Civil War on April 9, 
1865. Texas was the 
most remote state in the Confederacy, and it 
took Union forces until June to reach Texas in 
suffi  cient numbers to announce and enforce the 
federal order that ended slavery there. (The 13th 
Amendment, which added the abolishment of 
slavery to the Constitution, passed Congress in 
January 1865, but wasn’t ratifi ed and adopted 
until December 1865.)

The following year, freedmen in Texas 
organized the fi rst of what became the annual 
celebration of “Jubilee Day” also referred to 
as “Freedom Day”, “Liberation Day”, and 
“Emancipation Day” commemorating the 
abolition of slavery on June 19, 1865. In 1980, 
Texas began marking Juneteenth as an offi  cial 

state holiday, the fi rst state to do so.  The 
Commonwealth of Virginia fi rst acknowledged 
the June 19th jubilee in 2007-the 44th state to do 
so.  Maryland offi  cially recognized Juneteenth in 
2014; Virginia declared it a state holiday in 2020. 
Now, nearly all states commemorate or observe 
Juneteenth to some degree.

Juneteenth Celebrations Help Remember 
and Heal. Juneteenth is a triumphant event 
worth remembering. It is the celebration of June 
19—the day in 1865 when the people of Texas 
were fi nally informed (two and a half years after 

the fact) that any and all 
enslaved people in the 
Confederate States were 
no longer property of 
their masters. 

Celebrations 
of any kind are 
about remembering 
and paying homage 
to something of 
signifi cance that has 
occurred.  For many 
Juneteenth off ers an 
opportunity to discuss 
the links between 
segregation and racial 
discrimination while 
meeting with family and 

friends, breaking bread together in celebration. 
The celebration of Juneteenth matt ers, 

because our country cannot aff ord to repeat 
its past “sins” that generated beliefs, policies, 
and systems that were and are discriminatory, 
immoral, and inhumane. A celebration of the 
liberation from those beliefs, policies, and 
systems can help to ensure that we will not 
repeat them.  

As the Commonwealth of Virginia 
Governor Northam reminded us “Juneteenth 
marked the end of slavery in this country, 
and it matt ers now because it says…this is 
everyone’s shared history and we will celebrate it 
together.”

Juneteenth 2021: Remembering and Healing
By Beverly Druitt, SCA Member



“As a Springfield resident for over 

30 years and full service agent, I 

am your area expert for actively 

marketing your home! The proof 

is in the results ... call me to 

discuss getting your home sold 

quickly and professionally.

Not quite ready yet? Call me for a 

free market analysis of your home 

and neighborhood. 

     -Jo Ann

To visit more properties, visit my websites at: 
joannkennelrealtor.com and joann-kennel.remax.com

Jo Ann Kennel, REALTOR®

Associate Broker
RE/MAX Allegiance
Office: 703-250-8500
Cell: 703-403-3899

eMail: jakennel@cox.net

5641 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015

Each office independently owned and operated

ALLEGIANCE
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SCA Upcoming Activities
National Night Out

Saratoga’s National Night Out will be held 
on August 3 from 4-8pm on the pool grounds 
(courtesy of Saratoga Recreation Group), with 
the police cavalcade and McGruff  front and 
center. Food Vendors will be on site for your 
convenience, accepting cash and credit cards. 

Townhomes of Saratoga Community 
Association (TOSCA) will provide drinks and 
napkins for your convenience. A DJ, povided by 
Saratoga Community Association (SCA), will also 
be on hand for the event. 

Common Area Clean-Up Day
The Environmental Aff airs Committ ee has 

scheduled a Common Area Clean-up Day for 
September 28, from 8am-noon.  Meet at the Big 
Dipper, beside 8100 Lake Pleasant Drive. Bring 
gloves and sweat equity. Notices for additional 
clean-up days will be sent via email blast and 
posted on social media. 

Pool Party (and Board Meeting)
Come join the fun on August 19, 6-9pm at 

the Saratoga Pool with a pool night for all SCA 
members and residents. Grilled hotdogs and cold 
drinks will be served. The August board meeting 
will be held from 7-8pm within the private party 
table area. SCA members in good standing may 
att end, Saratoga Pool membership not required. 
All children under the age of 18 need to be 
accompanied by an adult SCA member.
Trail Restoration Eagle Project

Patrick Swingle, a youth resident of 
SCA, is in the planning phase for his Eagle 
Scout Project. The project consists of restoring 
a connecting trail from the common area on 
Richfi eld Drive down to the Gerry Connolly 
Cross County Trail. This project is a wonderful 
start on restoring aging trails into useable 
condition.  Information for trail clean-up on 
August 29 will be sent via email blast, community 
residents are encouraged to help. 
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Flashback: Celebrate Community  

Sales Tax Holiday
The Virginia three-day sales tax 

holiday starts the fi rst Friday in August at 
12:01am and ends the following Sunday 
at 11:59pm. (This year, it is August 6-8.) 
What is it? During the sales tax holiday, 
you can buy qualifying school supplies, 
clothing, footwear, hurricane and emergency 
preparedness items, and Energy Star and 
WaterSense products without paying sales 
tax.  For more information, see tax.virginia.
gov/virginia-sales-tax-holiday. 

Updated SCA Guidebook/Website
Keep an eye on SaratogaCommunity.net 

for an update that will include online access 
to governing documents and an updated 
Saratoga Community Guidebook, with key 
information for SCA members and residents, 
especially useful for those who have recently 
moved into the neighborhood! 

In addition, be prepared to att end 
the SCA Annual Meeting on September 16, 
where you can receive a free printed copy of 
the Guidebook. 



8184 McCauley Way • Lorton, VA 22079 • 703-969-7902
LOTAS Fence Options Inc. prides itself on setting the bar high on ‘personalized service’ which sets us apart 

from our competitors by providing exceptional customer servce and quality custom fencing, decks, and patios. 
No other company of its kind will provide you the service that you expect and deserve. We have over 20 years 

of experience, skilled installers, and very knowledgeable Field Representatives. Contact us for a FREE estimate. 

Saratoga Communication Association is being off ered a 10% discount on upcoming projects.
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Tinkergarten: Purposeful Outdoor Play

My name is Britt any Haun, and I am 
a Tinkergarten Leader. I joined the 
Tinkergarten team to combine my 

experience and desire to to teach early childhood 
with my love and need for outdoor play with 
sensory integration.

Tinkergarten helps kids learn and thrive 
through purposeful outdoor play. The play-based 
outdoor curriculum guides parents on how to 
support an active, 
engaging, outdoor 
learning environment 
that benefi ts the entire 
family.  Tinkergarten 
provides expert-leader 
led classes, self-
guided curriculum, 
as well as many DIY 
activities every week 
to help inspire hours 
of outdoor play. 
I love the outside 
classroom because 
nature is both calming 
and stimulating for 
kids, which is the 
exact combination 
that works best for 
learning.  I love 
that this program 
meets every child 
where they are at 
because the research-
based curriculum is 
designed to inspire 
play and build on a 
child’s interests and 
skills. Tinkergarten 
helps develop the skills that are essential for a 
dynamic world by actively engaging children in 
imaginative, exploratory and problem solving 
play activities.

This summer we will be focusing on the 
skill of communication with our community 
building time, songs, movements, nature 
exploration, guided playtime and sharing/

gratitude time.  We will do this with 11 sessions 
(3 self paced and directed lessons, and eight in 
person sessions). Each session has a class and 
three at home activities to enhance the play 
throughout the week.  

You can join me this summer as we 
explore mud, water, art, sports, critt ers, band, 
space, camping, and more. I will be hosting in 
person classes in Chancellor Farms neighborhood 

Starting mid July on Mondays 
and Wednesdays at 9:45am, 
Tuesday and Thursdays at 
9:30am,  and Thursdays at 
4:45pm. You can reserve your 
tinkergarten.com/leaders/britt any.
haun?&tga=fcdc250f3af9

I love how committ ed 
Tinkergarten is to outdoor 
child-led play and there are so 
many DIY activities that are free 
on their website at tinkergarten.
com/activities?&tga=fcdc250f3af9. 
A couple of my favorites easy 

outside activities for summer are:

• Sun Tea: Brew using tea bags, a mason jar, 
water, and the power of the sun!!

• Shapes of Joy: Find shapes in nature (Like 
the sphere/circle of a bubble), then draw 
your own shape with chalk, and then 
fi nd nature treasures (anything you can 
pick up and hold in nature) to make the 
chalk shape more 3D, or work on patt ern 
making with two specifi c types of nature 
treasures.

• Mud Families: Bring some water outside 
and fi nd some dirt that you can dig up, 
then mix a litt le bit of water with the 
dirt until you have moldable mud. Then 
make a nice circle and stick it on a tree. 
Then fi nd pebbles/fl owers/grass/acorns/
other natural items to make a face for each 
member of your family.

I hope you and your family enjoy this 
summer outside with walks, hikes, play, and 
exploration! 
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Summer Fun With Cub Scout Pack 1892

With the easing of 
quarantine guidelines 
and the warming of 

the weather, the Cub Scouts of 
Pack 1892 have been enjoying a 
return to outdoor activities and 
a departure from Zoom! 

In mid-June we 
celebrated the return of our 
annual Pack Picnic, where Cub 
Scouts crossed the bridge to 
their new ranks and received 
their new neckerchiefs. In 
Cub Scouts, boys and girls 
are assigned to Dens based on 
their age or grade. Our Tigers 
(1st graders) transformed into 
Wolves (2nd graders,) our 
Wolves turned into Bears (3rd 
graders,) and our Bears made 
the jump to Webelos (4th and 5th graders.) A 
great time was had by all, and some of the Pack 
leaders gave the Scouts a chance to bombard us 
with water balloons. (Of course, as good Scouts 
we cleaned up after ourselves.)

Two weeks later some of our Webelos 
headed to Goshen Scout 
Reservation for 6 nights 
of camping fun, enjoying 
archery, hiking, swimming, 
canoeing, BB shooting, nature, 
and scoutcraft as they earned 
adventure pins and worked 
toward their Webelos badges 
and Arrow of Light awards. 
The Scouts (and the parents 
who att ended) all had a great 
time, and we look forward to 
taking another batch of Cub 
Scouts next June!

Pack 1892 has a healthy 
summer calendar for July 
and August, including Day 
Camp at Occoquan Regional 
Park, a Summer Splash! Event, 

Washington Nationals 
Scout Day, a hike through 
downtown DC, and the 
return to our annual 
cleanup and party at the 
Saratoga Pool. Many 
thanks to the Saratoga 
Recreation Group for once 
again having us!

Does all this sound 
like a great opportunity 

for your family? Join 
us! Pack 1892 will host 
a Join Scouting Night 
on September 1 on the 
old tennis courts by the 
pool. Pack leaders will be 
on-hand to answer your 
questions, explain the 
aims and methods of Cub 

Scouting, and welcome new members. Pack 1892 
is a Family Pack and welcomes boys AND girls 
from kindergarten through 5th grade. 

Please contact us at cubpack1892@gmail.com 
for more information or see our Facebook page at 
Facebook @cubpack1892. 

Your neighborhood dentist who treats you like family.

7841 Rolling Rd, Suite C  |  Springfield, VA 22153

703.455.5555  |  springfielddentalclinic.com

Nick West, Cubmaster, Pack 1892
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Flashback: Winter Holiday Decorations
Photos of SCA’s December Exterior Holiday Decorating Contest winners may help put you 
in the right frame of mind for our Christmas in July event at the Saratoga Pool on July 25!
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Are you ready for the next disaster? Do you 
now what to do if your child, husband or 
wife were severely injured? Could you 

actually save their life? With CERT training you 
can!

Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) is a program to make communities 
safer, more prepared, and when incidents occur, 
more resilient in recovery. CERT is a nation-
wide FEMA program managed in Fairfax 
County by the Fire and Rescue Department. The 
CERT program trains everyone in Emergency 
Preparedness, lite search and rescue, and disaster 
medical operations, as initial responders to save 
lives when fi rst responders might be delayed. 
The training prepares people to 
help themselves, their families, 
and their communities during 
major disasters until fi rst 
responders arrive. 

Did I mention that the 
Training is FREE and that 
we provide your initial basic 
response gear? Once trained 
as a basic CERT there are no 
additional obligations. Although 
experience has shown that 
keeping the training fresh keeps 
you prepared, how you follow 
up is totally up to you. You may choose to att end 
more advanced training, also FREE to trained 
CERT members. And you, like many others, may 
choose to get more involved in our training and 
other activities.

The CERT Program of Fairfax County is 
an award-winning volunteer program with more 
than 200 ACTIVE volunteers providing support 
and assistance for community projects around 
the county. Since 2004, the Fairfax County CERT 
program has taught more than 4,000 people, 
including a dozen Saratoga residents, the life 
saving skills that can make a diff erence.

Fairfax County CERT training is 
proceeded by a Welcome Meeting that explains 
the training program. CERT Basic Training 
consists of two courses: CERT Basic Online and 

CERT Basic Skills. The combination of online 
and in-person training allows the student to 
‘’self-pace’’ through the lecture elements of the 
curriculum, and then schedule themselves for 
the next hands-on skills training when they have 
completed the lectures.

The next Welcome Meeting is September 
13, followed by another on October 1. This 
virtual meeting lays out the Fairfax County CERT 
Basic Training program, walks you through the 
steps to register for the “CERT Basic Online” 
course, and provides support while you take the 
Online course with three additional, optional, 
Question and Answer (Q&A) Sessions. All virtual 
sessions begin at 7pm and are usually fi nished 

around 8:30pm. A certifi cate of 
completion for the online course 
is required in order to be eligible 
register for the CERT Basic Skills 
course. Sign up on the Fairfax 
County Volunteer management 
System (VMS) at volunteer.
fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/
opp_details/186341. The Zoom 
meeting ID and password is 
sent to you 24 hours before 
the session as a reminder and 
confi rmation of your enrollment.

Saratoga’s Harvester 
Church will host a CERT Basic Skills course 
on September 10 for those who have already 
registered in the Fairfax County Volunteer 
Management System (VMS), att ended the CERT 
Welcome Meeting and Q&A Session 1, completed 
the CERT Basic Online course and submitt ed the 
Completion Certifi cate.

The training is open to all individuals 18 
years or older. Teens, 16 and 17 years old, may 
att end with writt en parent/guardian permission; 
and teens 13 to 15 years old may also att end with 
the active participation of a parent/guardian.

For more information, contact Wayne Vick, 
a 30-year Saratoga resident and the Training 
Division Lead, at trainingdiv@fairfaxcountyCERT.
org, or call him at 202-498-2310, and visit the 
CERT website at fairfaxcountyCERT.org. 

Community Emergency Response Team #158
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Safety: Neighborhood Watch and More

Neighborhood Watch is a community 
outreach program of the Fairfax County 
Police Department that calls for citizens 

to watch out for their neighbors and their 
properties. Why should you volunteer? Because 
Neighborhood Watch prevents crime, enhances 
the reporting of suspicious activities, raises the 
awareness of crime, 
serves as a warning to 
criminals, promotes 
neighborliness, 
provides access 
to crime data, and 
increases arrests and 
convictions. When 
criminals are aware of 
Neighborhood Watch, 
they are less willing to 
risk detection—so they 
don’t commit a crime, 
or they go elsewhere. 
Participation can 
include passive 
observation, walking 
patrols, and mobile 
patrols. 

Although our 
patrols are mostly on 
weekend evenings, 
you can patrol at 
any time.  Daytime 
patrols are useful since 
criminals often target homes when people are not 
home. 

To be part of Saratoga’s Neighborhood 
Watch you need to att end a short (approximately 
45 minutes), one-time training program with 
the Fairfax County Police. If you would like to 

enroll in a class, contact Paul Perrone Saratoga’s 
Neighborhood Watch Program Coordinator at 
703-440-1361, 703-650- 8163 (cell) or perronepj@
gmail.com to connect you with the training and to 
volunteer.

While we have about 30 people on our 
list, there are only a handful who are signing 

up for patrols and 
we continue to 
look to expand our 
volunteer base for 
mobile and walking 
patrols. (Residents 
of the single-family 
houses, townhouses 
and apartments 
are welcome to 
participate.). Our 
community would 
benefi t greatly if 
you could conduct 
at least one patrol 
every 6 months and 
recruit more of your 
neighbors. You can use 
this as an opportunity 
to explore the 
neighborhood as you 
do a patrol. 

Saratoga Spot 
Crime is an alert plan 
for our neighborhood 

to help share video evidence of crimes and 
make neighbors aware of incidents. If you are 
on NextDoor, search the groups to fi nd it. Only 
Saratoga residents are allowed. While this plan 
is not part of the offi  cial Neighborhood Watch 
program, it is a great and welcome idea. 

Crime Prevention Reminders/Notes
• Unlocked parked vehicles continue to be 

the number one crime in Fairfax County. So, 
keep your vehicles locked and do not store 
any valuable items (e.g., laptops, phones) in 
your car, particularly in plain sight. 

• Close your garage doors at night. Our vol-
unteers routinely report homeowners leave 
them up which invites theft. 

• Individuals continue to trespass by parking 
in the Saratoga Pool parking lot. However, 
there are some reserved parking spots which 
individuals pay a fee for.

• Whether you are on an offi  cial patrol or not 
if you encounter a crime in progress or a 
dangerous situation call or text 911. If you 
just notice suspicious activity or if there is 
a non-life threatening emergency, contact 
the police at their non-emergency number 
703-691-2131/TTY 703-877-3715. Also, please 
email Paul regarding the incident so that he 
can track it. 

Internet Predators/Human Traffi cking Seminar
SCA and Harvester church hosted a seminar by the Fairfax County Police on Sunday, June 27.  
Detectives who are working in those particular areas provided insight on human traffi  cking in 
Northern Virginia which includes a spectrum of activities as well as tips on how parents can help 
protect their children from internet predators.  The detectives also answered numerous questions 
that could assist att endees in helping the police’s fi ght. 
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Charles Dickens’ phrase “It was the best of 
times, it was the worst of times…” seems 
appropriate when looking back on our 

lives during this past year and how the pandemic 
has aff ected lives all over the world.
When the news media fi rst reported on it in January 
2020, it seemed just a blip of the radar 
of more important news. At fi rst confu-
sion set in when fl ights from China were 
discontinued, yet the city leaders in New 
York City said: nothing to fear, go to the 
movies, join the parades. So life went on 
as before.

All of a sudden the dominoes 
started falling. Schools and churches 
closed, as did restaurants and 
other larger venues. Travel became 
restricted. Parks and playgrounds 
were cordoned off . It was time to 
read those books we had always 
meant to read. Declutt ering became 
another way to pass time. 

My husband and I are empty 
nesters in our 70s so the only changes for us were 
no eating out and no more going to church or 
the movies. All of a sudden there was no traffi  c. 
It didn’t become real to us until my brother’s big 
surprise birthday party at our house had to be 
cancelled. Guests had been coming from as far 
away as Finland and Alaska.

There were also health reasons for me to 
stay home, so it was something I was already 
prepared for. I was grateful I had my surgery just 
before the shutdown and was able to continue 
my treatments without interruptions for the next 
year while following the safety protocols.

Life didn’t slow down for us. Our 
youngest son, his wife and three children moved 
in with us so he could fi nish his degree at GMU. 
All of a sudden we had to think about school! 
Not just for our son but for two of his children. 
After a false start in the spring, Fairfax County 
schools were ready to get going with long 
distance learning. In September, my daughter 

and her three children came from Portland for a 
three week vacation so now we had fi ve school 
age children needing a niche to do their work. 
We lost our offi  ce to them during school hours 
while backyard games and movie nights fi nished 
the day.

Our church was already on top of things, 
when in 2019—before the pandemic—they 
introduced a weekly family oriented gospel 
study program available online. During the 
quarantine, we also had weekly ZOOM church 
services until the restrictions were eased.

As far as the “best” of times and “worst” 
of times, we were touched only by the best. Our 
families were fi ne while many others lost loved 
ones. One of the best was also the relentless 
eff orts made by our healthcare workers who 
gave their all while their families kept the home 
fi res going. Many lives were saved due to their 
sacrifi ce. 

I don’t think we’ll ever forget this 
experience. Our children will tell their children 
who tell their children about the Year of the 
Pandemic and how we all of a sudden shifted 
from our busy lives to reconnecting with our 
loved ones and just appreciating and seeing life 
from a new perspective. 

Coping with Quarantine: Busy At Home
By Marita Orton, an SCA Member
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After a shortened, but successful 2020 
swim season operating the Saratoga Pool 
during pandemic conditions, the Saratoga 

Recreation Group (SRG) pool board was hopeful 
that the 2021 season would be diff erent, maybe 
even “normal”. So, the early bird membership 
drive proceeded as scheduled, a new pool 
management company was contracted for 
services, and preparations began in earnest for 
opening on time. Then in May, the Governor 
announced the welcome news that COVID 
restrictions previously in eff ect for pools would 
be lifted as of May 28, 
and that pools could 
open at full capacity. 

During volunteer 
day in early May, several 
members turned out to 
help with power washing 
the furniture and the 
deck; sett ing up the deck; 
cleaning areas of the pool 
house; painting picnic 
tables; and removing 
yard debris from winter and spring storms. Not 
all news, however, was good. Some waterline 
tiles had to be replaced before the pool could be 
fi lled. The diving board stand had to be replaced. 
The hot water heater gave out after many years. 
And the main pump needed a new switch. While 
all these items resulted from normal wear and 
tear over time, none of these repairs had been 
budgeted, but they could not be put on hold.

On hearing of these needs, the Saratoga 
Community Association (SCA) organized a 
fundraiser to occur over the Memorial Day 
opening weekend, in hopes of collecting 
suffi  cient donations from Saratoga residents 
and the surrounding communities to fund these 
repairs. The weekend dawned to temperatures 
in the 50s and rain showers. Despite unfavorable 
weather conditions, many community members 
stopped by the pool to donate toward the 
pool repairs, including many who were not 
pool members. By the end of the weekend, the 
community had donated a total of $6,856 by mail 

or in-person. What a great gesture for which we 
sincerely thank the community!!  In addition, 
the Saratoga Stingrays swim team made a $2,000 
donation to the pool to be applied to these 
repairs.  Thanks ever so much, Stingrays!! More 
donations have been mailed in since early June, 
and we have so far raised $9,621 (as of 6/21) that 
will pay for the immediate repairs required. 
Remaining funds will be applied to other repairs 
needed but not as critical, such as coping stones 
around the pool, deck cement, the pool house 
roofi ng, and the parking lot. Donations are still 

being accepted and are 
welcome at any time.

The pool board also 
organized a food truck 
event on May 30 which 
included children’s games 
and a selfi e station. On June 
15, the board held an open 
house at the pool to allow 
non-members to try out the 
pool for a nominal fee.

All community 
pools rely on membership fees as the primary 
source of operating funds to pay for pool 
management, insurance, utilities, trash removal, 
groundskeeping, and unexpected repairs during 
the course of a season. From 2015 through 2019, 
the Saratoga Pool enjoyed an annual average of 
253 memberships, including families, couples, 
singles, and singles with children. At that level of 
membership, we met all our budgeted expenses 
every year and were able to carry over a modest 
amount into the next year. During the 2020 
season, however, membership dropped 24%, 
to 192, primarily due to the COVID pandemic. 
However, because of a shortened 10-week season, 
we were still able to meet expenses. 

This year, membership has started to 
rebound with 240 memberships as of June 30, 
but we are still short of our desired membership 
level. We encourage you to consider becoming a 
member, and invite you to share your summer 
with us. Let’s keep this important community 
asset viable for years to come!! 

Saratoga Pool Update (June 2021)
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Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO)

The recently published “Hunger Report” by 
the Capital Area Food Bank notes that the 
majority of people in our community who 

are experiencing food insecurity are employed. 
Many working  people are seeking  food or 
fi nancial assistance because their wages do not 
meet their basic needs.  While requests for food 
assistance at ECHO are lower than last summer, 
they are still higher than “normal” summers. 

The annual Postal Carriers Food Drive 
that normally yields 20,000+ pounds of food and 
helps carry our pantry 
through the summer 
was cancelled. Without 
this major drive,ECHO 
will continue to have 
an urgent need for 
food donations.  A 
current list of needs is 
always posted at www.
echo-inc.org.  People 
who would be willing 
to hold a food drive 
in their organization, 
congregation, or 
neighborhood should 
contact echofoodroom@
gmail.com to get details 
of how that can work.  
A local Scout working 
on his Eagle project 
is stepping up to the 
challenge with food 
drives from 8am to 
noon on July 31 and 
August 7 at Cardinal 
Forest Giant, 8320 Old Keene Mill.

ECHO’s Clothing room needs infant 
items such as pacifi ers, thermometers, infant 
towels, crib sheets, changing pads, and snuggle 
blankets.  Teen boys’ shoes in men’s sizes 7,8 and 
9, and jeans in waist sizes 30 to 34 are needed 
for the older children of families we serve.  The 
Food Pantry list of needs includes cooking oil, 
dried beans, pancake mix, shaving cream and 
facial tissues. ECHO is open to accept donations 

Monday through Friday, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm and 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 7-9 pm.  Please 
drive to the west side of the building and stop at 
the Donation Door where volunteers will assist 
with your donation and off er writt en receipts.  
And, if you are interested in volunteering, ECHO 
especially needs Donation Door volunteers on 
Tuesday or Wednesday mornings or Thursday 
evenings.  Contact volunteercoordinator@echo-inc.
org for more information.

With safety as our fi rst priority, but 
service always in mind, 
ECHO is planning 
for a gradual return 
to normal operations 
beginning in late 
summer and early fall.  
Look to our website, 
echo-inc.org, and 
Facebook page for 
announcements about 
the dates when ECHO 
can accept donations 
of adult clothing, 
household goods, toys, 
etc.  

Soon, all of 
our volunteers will 
return to their regular 
schedules, and clients 
will be welcome to 
come into the building 
for appointments.  In 
October, we hope 
to reopen our teen 
volunteer schedule and 

begin having one Saturday morning work shift 
per month.  And, most exciting of all, we hope to 
resume our popular Yard Sale event in the gym of 
St. Bernadett e’s school next October!  The months 
of Covid-restricted life have challenged everyone, 
but our community has reached out through 
ECHO to support the most vulnerable. 

For more information or to request 
assistance or off er support, visit echo-inc.org or 
send an email to admin@echo-inc.org. 

Need Help? 
Necesita Ayuda?

Are you experiencing a setback in 
your ability to maintain your household? 
With some help could you keep things 
going for your family? ECHO can help 
you with emergency food, prepacked 
children’s clothing, diapers, school supplies, 
and limited fi nancial assistance with rent, 
utilities, and car repairs. Call 703-569-9160. 

Esta usted en problemas para 
mantener a su familia? En ECHO estamos 
listos para ayudar a nuestros vecinos que 
se encuentran necesitados. ECHO puede 
ayudarle con alimentos de emergencia, ropa 
para niños ya empacada, pañales, útiles 
escolares y asistencia fi nanciera limitada 
para su alquiler, servicios públicos y 
reparaciones de automóviles. Llame al 703-
569-9160.
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Lorton Community Action Center (LCAC)

Despite the current balmy weather and all 
our favorite summertime things, LCAC is 
starting to plan for Back2School! The fi rst 

day of school is only 
6 weeks away and we 
need YOUR help to 
ensure our families 
have a successful & 
exciting return to 
school.  

After so many 
months learning from 
home, computer 
screens are being 
replaced by backpacks 
and school supplies! 
Our goal is to provide 
children in our 
community with 
backpacks and the supplies needed to equip them 
for a bright school year and future. Questions? 
Reach out via Back2School@LortonAction.org. 

How You Can Help
1. Make a donation. Cash donations can be 

delivered to LCAC (9518 Richmond Highway, 
Lorton, 22079; Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
9am-3pm) or mailed to P.O. Box 154 Lorton, 
VA 22199 (Please specify that it is for our 
Back2School program). Donate online by 
clicking here. Be sure to indicate that your 
donation is for Back2School!

2. Shop using our Amazon Wishlist. Pick out 
a few supplies from our wish list by visiting 
amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/Z9PSH1PP62AK.

3. Pledge to donate via our SignUp Genius page 
at signupgenius.com/go/5080c49aca62aa46-
back2school9. Back2 School happens on 
Saturday, August 14, so donate to help local 
kids and teens. Help us get the backpacks 
and supplies into the hands of our families! 
Choose a need or item(s) you like to donate.

Food Pantry Needs
LCAC’s food pantry needs are always 

changing. Donations can be dropped off  at 9518 

Richmond Hwy, Lorton, on Mondays (9am-3pm), 
Tuesdays (9am-3pm) or Thursdays (12-3pm). 
They are currently in need of the following: baby 

wipes, dry beans, feminine 
pads, kids packs, pull-ups 
sizes 3T-4T & 5T-6T, and 
Similac Advance & Similac 
Sensitive. If you plan to 
donate produce, please 
contact LCAC by phone at 
703-339-5161 or reach out 
to Erin Morris via e-mail at 
erin@lortonaction.org.

2021 Harvest Wine Fest
You are invited 

to the second LCAC & 
Gunston Hall wine event 
on Sunday, September 

26 from 1-4pm at Gunston 
Hall. Enjoy wine tastings from four featured 
wineries, tours of the grounds, food from Col 
Moni’s Catering, entertainment and more. 

Purchase your event ticket today to gain 
access to exclusive wine tastings, guided tours, 
entertainment and more! Featured wines include 
red and white selections from Paradise Springs 
Winery, Potomac Point Vineyard and Winery, 
Stone Tower Winery, and Siema Wines. Guests 
can also enjoy delectable, gourmet pairings 
meticulously crafted for the wines we’ll be serving 
at the event. Food pairing tickets sold separately. 

Questions? Read more at lortonaction.org or 
contact Elizabeth Hankins via e-mail at Elizabeth@
lortonaction.org or call 703-339-5161 Ext. 150. 

The Lorton Community Action Center (LCAC) 
seeks to provide low-income individuals and families 
with access to basic needs and the opportunity to 
empower themselves through self-suffi  ciency programs. 
LCAC helps to prevent homelessness by off ering 
emergency fi nancial assistance for rest or mortgage, as 
well as utilities. The importance of keeping individuals, 
since the steadiness of “a place to call home” impacts 
all aspects of a family’s life. Contact the organization at 
(703) 339-5161 or info@lortonaction.org.
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Association Sticky Notes
Selling Your House? Anyone selling a single-
family house (or property) within  the Saratoga 
community is required by law to provide a 
Resale Disclosure Packet to prospective buyers. 
The packet consists of more than a copy of the 
SCA Governing Documents available online. 
(Thus, you can’t just download them to comply 
with the requirement.) When you request the 
packet, the SCA 
Architectural 
Review Committ ee 
performs an inspection 
to determine if 
any covenant or 
encroachment 
violations exist on the 
property and generates 
a report. Afterwards, 
the entire disclosure packet— including 
a resale disclosure lett er, copies of SCA 
governing documents, a fi nancial report, and 
recent Saratoga Log newslett ers is assembled. 
The fee for a Disclosure Packet and inspection 
is $100 (paid by the seller), the Capital 
Contribution fee is $100 (paid by buyer), and 
the Transfer Fee to new buyers is $55 (paid by 
the buyer). Normal processing 
time for a Resale Disclosure 
Packet request is 14 calendar 
days. The fee to expedite the 
request is $55.

Order a Resale Disclosure 
Packet by completing the form 
available at saratogacommunity.
net) under Current Residents/
Selling Your Home and 
submitt ing it via email to 
scadocs@saratogacommunity.
net or via fax to 703-455-8259. 
The packets are only mailed 
or picked up. They are NOT
emailed. If you have any 
questions, leave a message at 
703-574-0186 or send a note to 
the email address above.

Exterior Property 
Maintenance and 
Improvements. Anyone 
planning to perform 
work on the exterior of a 
single-family house within 
the Saratoga Community 
is required to submit an 
Exterior Modifi cation Form to ensure that the 
work meets the architectural requirements 
of the community. The Architectural Review 
Committ ee (ARC) has 30 days to approve or 
deny the request. Do NOT start any exterior 
modifi cations prior to receiving approval via 
mail or email.

The form is available on the SCA 
website (saratogacommunity.net) under Current 
Residents/Architectural Requests. Completed 
forms—along with a plan for the work, plat 
of the property with modifi cations indicated, 
and copies of Fairfax County permits, where 
applicable—should be submitt ed via email to 
architecture@saratogacommunity.net or via fax 
to 703-455-8259. If you have any questions, 
contact the ARC. 


