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SCA Is Here for You

S

aratoga Community Association (SCA) is a
homeowners association chartered in 1970
under Virginia law. It is a not-for-profit,
non-stock corporation formed to provide for
the maintenance, preservation and architectural
control of the single-family residential lots and
common areas within the Saratoga boundaries
and to further promote the health, safety and
welfare of the residents. (NOTE: SCA is not
responsible for the townhouses, apartments, or
swimming pool within the community, though
all of the concerned organizations’ boards meet
regularly.)
SCA is managed by non-paid volunteers,
elected by the members, and community
participation is highly encouraged. The Board
of Directors meets at 7pm on the third Thursday
of each month via teleconference, unless
announced otherwise. Quarterly membership
meetings are held in March, June, and December,
and the annual membership meeting is held
in September. All meetings are open to the
community.
SCA welcomes volunteers to serve on
the board and committees, and to help with
Neighborhood Watch and events. We are
particularly in need of assistance with the
Social, Communications, and Environment
Committees.
Our website is saratogacommunity.net. You
can also find us on Facebook and Twitter
@saratoga22153. Leave a message for the board
at 703-574-0186; send mail to PO Box 479,
Springfield, Virginia 22150; or contact us at one
of the following e-mail addresses:
scaboard@saratogacommunity.net
scadocs@saratogacommunity.net
architecture@saratogacommunity.net
social@saratogacommunity.net
environment@saratogacommunity.net
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Upcoming Activities
Paint A Rock & Plant a Flower Activity – May 23
Saratoga Pool Opening Day – May 29
Summer Food Truck Kick-Off – May 30
End of School Year Chill Out Activity – June 11
Quarterly SCA Membership Meeting – June 17
Saratoga Community Movie Night – June 18
Common Area Clean-Up Day – June 20
Common Area Clean-Up Day – June 29
SCA Tie Dye Party – July 11
Common Area Clean-Up Day – July 17
National Night Out & Food Trucks – August 3

Coping with Quarantine: The Dogs Saved 2020
By Vonda Peterson, an SCA Member

C

aptain Hook saved 2020. So did Sammy,
Minnie, and even the challenging Lady.
Our family loves dogs, but when we lost
our beloved Duﬀy just before our
youngest left for college, it didn’t
make sense to adopt another furry
family member. Then Covid-19
hit, re-filling our empty nest at the
same time it cleared our calendar.
Upon returning home, our
girls got the grand idea of fostering
a dog during lockdown. A friend
pointed us to Homeward Trails
Animal Rescue in Fairfax Station,
and all it took was some online
paperwork and a few phone calls.
That very evening we welcomed
Captain Hook into our home.
The next 10 days flew by
as we taught Captain Hook basic
commands in English. (He did
not understand our attempts at
Spanish, the language in which he
was trained.) We walked him and
spoiled him and got a little tearyeyed when he happily went home
with his new owner, with barely a
backwards glance.
Due to a surge in adoptions,
Homeward Trails Animal Rescue
was in the happy position of
having more foster families than
available dogs, except for a few
special cases. Since we are an adult
household with no other pets, we
were able to help a hard-to-place
rescue—a 3 year old lab from a
rural shelter had been adopted and
returned to Homeward Trails twice
already.
Fresh oﬀ of our success
with Captain Hook, we took the
challenge, and thus started our
two-month ordeal with Lady.
2–Saratoga Log

This poor pup was afraid of EVERYTHING—
cars, bicycles, men, brooms, garbage cans along
the street, tripods, and anything that was in a
diﬀerent place than last time she
saw it. She was 65 pounds of
solid, nervous muscle. Walking
her around the block was a fullbody workout, and I collected
many scrapes and bruises as I was
pulled over curbs and into bushes.
A benefit of the pandemic was
that people kept their distance
without being asked, which was
critical with this poor pup.
By the end of her stay
with us, she would eat out of our
hands and had overcome many of
her fears (men and bikes being the
exceptions). We were proud of
Lady’s accomplishments, but we
breathed a sigh of relief when she
was adopted by a couple who had
experience with much larger dogs
and considered her mid-sized. I
often wonder how she’s doing,
but I hesitate to ask for fear of
them bringing her back!
After Lady, Homeward
Trails took pity on us and gave
us the easiest dog ever. A large
family with several toddlers was
forced to give up their 8 ½ year
old shepherd-hound mix. Sammy
arrived at our house rather
subdued and bewildered, but his
tail never stopped wagging.
He was well trained and
eager to please, and made it his
mission to protect us from the
numerous foxes that frequent our
yard. He was perfect! We loved
and spoiled him, and were very
tempted to adopt him ourselves,
but our house seemed to be a bit
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quiet for him. We gave him a big
hug and sent him on his way with
a family that had young kids.
As the holidays
approached and the pandemic
raged on, our usual holiday
celebrations with a house full of
extended family wasn’t possible.
As my college girls prepared to
come home, I once again perused
the Homeward Trails foster page,
and an 8 month old Pomsky
puppy (a Pomeranian/Husky mix
– I had never heard of it, either!)
with the cutest doggie smile I’d ever seen popped
up on my page.
Minnie was surrendered for the crime of
being a normal, active puppy. She was just what
we needed to brighten our home for the holidays,
and to work oﬀ our holiday indulgences! As we
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loved, trained, and spoiled this
sweet pup, we were torn between
wanting her to find the perfect
home, and hoping to keep her just a
little bit longer.
Minnie was adopted by a
delightful young couple, and after
we’ve finished our vaccinations,
we’re eager to start traveling again,
though I remain on the foster list...
just in case our house gets too quiet
once again. 
The Saratoga Log Editor appreciates
contributions from the community. If
you have an organization within the community that
you can tell us about or are willing to help everyone
get to know you better or have an experience that got
you through the quarantine or want to tell us about a
good experience you’ve had with your neighbors here,
contact scaboard@saratogacommunity.net.
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8184 McCauley Way • Lorton, VA 22079 • 703-969-7902
LOTAS Fence Options Inc. prides itself on setting the bar high on ‘personalized service’ which sets us apart
from our competitors by providing exceptional customer servce and quality custom fencing, decks, and patios.
No other company of its kind will provide you the service that you expect and deserve. We have over 20 years
of experience, skilled installers, and very knowledgeable Field Representatives. Contact us for a FREE estimate.

Saratoga Communication Association is being offered a 10% discount on upcoming projects.

Neighborhood Scavenger Hunt

Common Area Clean-Up Days 2021

A very cold and windy time was had
at the corner of Lake Pleasant and Mulberry
Bottom on the morning of January 23.
More than 10 families braved the weather
to stop by the SCA Social Committee event
location to pick up printed scavenger hunt
guides and take
guesses about
the number
of items in
various jars
and containers.
Joseph Swingle
made a solid
estimate of 115
marshmallows
in one of the
jars—only one
oﬀ of the actual
116, winning a
s’more kit prize. In all, 12 delightful prizes
were presented to neighborhood residents,
ranging from candy, crayons, puzzles, and a
bottle of wine! 

The Environmental Aﬀairs Committee
is working this spring and summer to visit
and assess the common areas in Saratoga.
The committee is gathering
information on how each area is being
used and maintained, if it is a good site
for improvement for use by community
members and how the areas benefit local
flora and fauna.

Easter Bunny Drive Thru

Our first three projects will include
clean-up and placement of plants on
Northumberland, clean-up on St. Dennis,
and clean-up on Lake Pleasant.
The committee looks forward to
improvements on trail work, a butterfly
garden, explorative spaces for families
with young children, and maintaining our
beautiful neighborhood. Please join the eﬀort
with ideas and helping hands. Notices for
location for clean-up days will be sent via
email blast and posted on social media. 

The Easter Bunny hopped by on Saturday,
March 27, to wave hi to the neighborhood at
15 stops within
the single-family neighborhood and the
townhouses.
Thank you to
our volunteers
for assisting in
transportation,
decorating, and
Bunny Stop
location safety.
We estimate
that more than
160 residents of
Saratoga came
out for a picture and a sweet wave hello. 
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Committee Chair Don Moore with our youngest
volunteer Drusilla Dalrymple, age 3, visiting
the common area on Lake Pleasant.

wanted
Saratoga Community Historian
Our community has been around for almost
50 years. We have many records, but we
need YOU to help us create a story!
Contact scaboard@saratogacommunity.net.
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Your neighborhood dentist who treats you like family.

7841 Rolling Rd, Suite C | Springfield, VA 22153

703.455.5555 | springfielddentalclinic.com
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ALLEGIANCE
“As a Springfield resident for over
30 years and full service agent, I
am your area expert for actively
marketing your home! The proof
is in the results ... call me to
discuss getting your home sold
Jo Ann Kennel, REALTOR®
Associate Broker
RE/MAX Allegiance
Office: 703-250-8500
Cell: 703-403-3899
eMail: jakennel@cox.net

quickly and professionally.
Not quite ready yet? Call me for a
free market analysis of your home
and neighborhood.

5641 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015

-Jo Ann

Each office independently owned and operated

To visit more properties, visit my websites at:
joannkennelrealtor.com and joann-kennel.remax.com
May 2021
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Fairfax County Waste and Recycling Update

R

ecycling and environmentally-responsible
trash disposal keeps Fairfax County clean,
healthy, and sustainable. Help preserve the
county’s high quality of life and protect natural
resources by following trash and recycling laws
and guidance. Find additional information about
Fairfax County’s Recycling and Trash programs
(including locations and hours for trash and
recycling stations) at bit.ly/2RhsYQi.

Composting
Fairfax County recently opened two new
locations where residents can drop oﬀ food waste
to be composted—the I-95 Landfill Complex and
the I-66 Transfer Station. Food waste makes up
as much as one-third of the trash we dispose of
every day. As of last month we have recycled
over 20,000 pounds of compostable organics
(more than 10 tons!).
Alternatively, you can compost at home.
Composting involves combining food waste and
yard waste to help bring vital nutrients back to
the soil. To compost correctly and eﬃciently,
there are four ingredients in the recipe: Nitrogen,
Oxygen, Water, and Carbon. The ratio of each
depends on the weather conditions and type
of organic waste you have. By mixing these
ingredients, the result is usually a dark, crumbled
mixture comprised of organic decaying material.
For more information, download the Virginia
Cooperative Extension paper at bit.ly/3ugnhAx.
Specialty Waste Disposal
Some waste should never be placed in
your trash can or in your recycling bin. We are
talking about items such as household hazardous
waste (HHW), flyorescent tubes, and electronics.
They all have potentially dangerous components
and chemicals that should be kept out of our
environment and regular trash.
Fairfax County oﬀers HHW, electronics,
and fluorescent tub drop oﬀ at our facilities at
the I-66 Transfer Station and the I-95 Landfill
Complex. HHW will be disposed of properly,
as will electronic components that are not able
to be recycled/refurbished. Hours of operations
8–Saratoga Log

and materials accepted can be found here. These
services are free of charge for household items
from County residents.
Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle
Source reduction is the first goal of
sustainability. Next come reuse. Recycling is
last. Here are some ideas to do your part for
sustainability.
Refuse what you don’t need. For
example, bring your own plastic containers to
restaurants and refuse plastic straw; remove
yourself from junk mail lists; carry a reusable bag
in your purse or in your car; request no plastic
utensils be included in your takeout mealsand
carry your own reusable water bottle.
Reduce waste. Give unwanted or
unneeded clothing, household goods, books, etc.
a second life by donating them to worthy causes
or sell them on NextDoor or Facebook.
Buy used. You can find everything from
clothing to building materials at consignment
shops and reuse centers, garage sales, and online
sales groups. You can often find great deals on
items in excellent condition.
Buy in bulk. Products packaged in bulk
typically use less packaging and fewer raw
materials. This reduces costs, which may also
reduce the price. Buying in bulk can reduce
packaging and save money.
Avoid disposable items. Buy reusable,
over disposable items. For example, try bringing
your own utensils to work to each lunch rather
than using plastic forks and spoons. Or bring
your own container to the restaurant for taking
food home.
Maintain and repair products like
clothing, furniture, and appliances. If you don’t
know how to repair an item, ask a neighbor or try
YouTube.
Borrow, rent, or share. For items you
use infrequently, like party decorations, tools,
or furniture, consider borrowing from family, a
neighbo or friend. Use NextDoor or Facebook to
ask neighbors you haven’t met yet but would be
happy to help out. 
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KEEPING COMMUNITIES
CLEAN AND HEALTHY
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NEVER PLACE IN THE CURBSIDE RECYCLING BIN

PLASTIC BAGS,
BAGS FILM
FIL AND
PILLOW PACKAGING

SHREDDED PAPER
P

CLOTHING

GLASS

DIAPERS

FOOD BAGS
AND WRAPPERS

MIXED PACKAGING

FOAM AND PLASTIC TAKEOUT
CUPS AND CONTAINERS

NEEDLES AND
MEDICAL WASTE

HANGERS, HOS
HOSES
AND CABLES

BATTERIES
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HQYLURQPHQW

)RUIDFLOLW\KRXUVDQGORFDWLRQVSOHDVHYLVLWwww.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-and-trash
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Cub Scout Pack 1892
Saratoga’s own Cub Scout Pack 1892 has
been staying busy despite the pandemic, using
a combination of outdoor events and Zoom
meetings to keep our program moving forward
for K-5 boys and girls. In January
we hosted a virtual Pinewood
Derby, and clearly our Scouts
used their extra time at home
well because we had the fastest
cars ever!
COVID restrictions
prevented the usual Blue & Gold
Banquet in February for families,
so in early March we held a
Blue & Gold Celebration over
Zoom to honor our Cub Scouts’
accomplishments and announce the winners
from the Pinewood Derby. It wasn’t the same as
getting all our families together to enjoy food and
fellowship, but our Scouts have persevered.
Since COVID restrictions went into eﬀect
in March 2020, our Cub Scouts have still earned
more than 225 adventure belt loops and pins and
well over 90% of them have earned their rank
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badges. Fourteen of our Webelos have earned
the Arrow of Light – Cub Scouts’ highest honor
– since the pandemic began, preparing them to
move on to greater adventures in Scouts BSA.
We’ve performed
service projects with our
own families, collected food
and old socks from our
neighbors, camped in our
own backyards, and gone on
hikes to keep Scouting. Now
with the weather improving
and COVID vaccines
spreading, we are preparing
for greater adventures this
summer. Several of our older
Webelos Scouts are going to week-long overnight
camp, and some of our younger Cub Scouts are
going to Day Camp in July.
This month, we had our first in-person
pack meeting since November. Email us at
cubpack1892@gmail.com to find out more about
our program and how to get involved. All are
welcome! ~Nick West, Cubmaster, Pack 1892
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Safety: Neighborhood Watch and More
Neighborhood Watch. Neighborhood
Watch is a community outreach program of the
Fairfax County Police Department that calls
for citizens to watch out for their neighbors’
properties. When criminals are aware of
Neighborhood Watch, they are less willing to risk
detection—they don’t commit the crime or they
go elsewhere. Participation can include passive
observation, walking
patrols, and mobile
patrols. Although our
patrols are mostly on
weekend evenings,
patrols at any time are
useful, since criminals
often target daytime
when people are not
home.
Why
should you
volunteer? Because
Neighborhood Watch
prevents crime,
enhances the reporting of suspicious activities,
raises the awareness of crime, serves as a warning
to criminals, promotes neighborliness, provides
access to crime data, and increases arrests and
convictions. You get all this for attending a short,
one-time training program with the Fairfax
County Police, and for conducting at least two
patrols a year. If you would like to enroll in a
class, contact PFC Tony Capizzi at 703-277-2363
for the schedule.
Paul Perrone coordinates Saratoga’s
Neighborhood Watch Program and is looking
to expand our volunteer base for mobile and
walking patrols. (Both residents of the singlefamily houses and the townhouses are welcome
to participate.) Take this opportunity to enjoy the
long evenings and explore the neighborhood as
you do a patrol.
Unlocked parked vehicles continue to be
the number one crime in Fairfax County. So,
remember to keep your vehicles locked and
do not store any valuable items (e.g., laptops,
May 2021

phones) in your car, particularly in plain sight.
This makes the vehicle an easy target.
Saratoga Spot Crime is an alert plan for
our neighborhood to help share video evidence
of crimes and make neighbors aware of incidents.
If you are on NextDoor, search the groups to find
it. Only Saratoga residents are allowed. While
this plan is not part of the oﬃcial Neighborhood
Watch program, it is a great and
welcome idea.
Whether you are on an oﬃcial
patrol or not, if you encounter a crime
in progress or a dangerous situation
call or text 911. If you just notice
suspicious activity or if there is a nonlife threatening emergency, contact the
police at their non-emergency number
(703) 691-2131 / TTY (703) 877-3715.
Also email Paul regarding he incident
so that he can track it.
The following dates are
currently open for patrols: May 28-31
and June 4-6, 11-13, 18-20, 25-27. These
are only recommended dates—you can patrol at
any time. Contact Paul at 703-440-1361, 703-6508163 (cell) or perronepj@gmail.com to volunteer.
REMINDERS/NOTES:
Individuals are trespassing in the Saratoga
Pool parking lot. Note that there is a fee for the
reserved parking spots.
Patrols are welcome day or night. That
being said, the police have indicated that many
home and car burglaries take place during
daylight hours when many people are not home.
Therefore, consider doing a patrol during a
weekday.
Close your garage doors at night – our
volunteers routinely report homeowners leave
them up.
We need more volunteers. While we
have about 30 people on our list, there are only
a handful who are signing up for patrols. The
Saratoga community would benefit greatly if you
could conduct at least one patrol every 6 months
and recruit more of your neighbors. 
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Community Emergency Response Team #158

C

ommunity Emergency Response
meeting lays out the Fairfax County CERT Basic
Team (CERT) is a program to make
Training program, walks you through the steps
communities safer, more prepared, and
to register for the “CERT Basic Online” course,
when incidents occur, more resilient in recovery. and provides support while you take the Online
CERT is a partnership between the Federal and
course with 3 optional Question and Answer
Fairfax County Governments and is managed by (Q&A) Sessions. Dates for the additional Q&A
the Fire and Rescue Department. The training
Sessions will be June 10, 14, and 17. All virtual
prepares people to
sessions begin at 7pm
Why train with Fairfax County CERT?
help themselves, their
and are usually finished
families, and their
around 8:30pm. A
• Get prepared for your family to survive the
communities during
certificate of completion
next disaster!
major disasters when
for the online course is
• Be ready to respond effectively during the
first responders can
required in order to be
next emergency.
be delayed. The CERT
eligible register for the
• Develop knowledge and skills in several admotto is to “Do the
CERT Basic Skills course.
vanced classes including: radio communicagreatest good for the
Sign up on the VMS at
tions, HAZMAT awareness,CPR/AED, Stop
greatest number.”
volunteer.fairfaxcounty.
the Bleed, Wide-Area Search, First Aid, and
The CERT
gov/custom/1380/
many more. All training is FREE for CERT
Program of Fairfax
opp_details/186341. The
members!
County is an awardZoom meeting ID and
• Participate in full-scale disaster drills; pracwinning volunteer
password is sent to
tice your skills on volunteer victims (after
program with more
you 24 hours before the
the pandemic)!
than 200 ACTIVE
session as a reminder
• Push your personal boundaries! Learn to
volunteers providing
and confirmation of your
save lives with duct tape and rags, pull a persupport and assistance
enrollment.
son from under a heavy beam and use a fire
for community projects
The class is open to
extinguisher to put out small fires!
around the county
individuals
18 years old
• Participate to the level that you want. After
and, occasionally, even
or older. Minimum age
completing your basic training there is no
in other jurisdictions,
exception: 16 or 17 years
ongoing time or participation requirement.
when requested.
old with written parent/
Since 2004, the
guardian permission;
Fairfax County CERT program has taught more
or 13 to 15 years old along with the active
than 4,000 people, including several Saratoga
participation of a parent/guardian.
residents, the skills of the CERT.
For more information, contact James
Fairfax County CERT Basic Training
Sobecke, the Community Volunteer Training
for 2021 consists of a Welcome Meeting and
Coordinator, at training@fairfaxcountyCERT.
two courses: CERT Basic Online and CERT
org, call him at 703-638-4505, or visit the CERT
Basic Skills to meet the required FEMA CERT
website at fairfaxcountycert.org.
Basic training curriculum requirements. The
NOTE: The majority of the CERT funding
combination of online and in-person training
used to come from the UASI Grant and other
allows the student to ‘’self-pace’’ through the
regular government budgeting. However, that
lecture elements of the curriculum, and then
funding has not been renewed. The program
schedule themselves for the hands-on skills
now relies on community support. Check
training at a future date.
FairfaxCERTAssociation.org for additional
The next Welcome Meeting is June
information about supporting the CERT
7, followed by one on July 12. This virtual
program. 
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Lorton Community Action Center (LCAC)

L

orton’s Attic Thrift Store has new, extended
hours! The shop is open on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 10am
to 4pm and on Saturdays from 11am to 5pm.
Donation drop-oﬀ hours are Mondays from 11am
to 1pm, Wednesdays from 2-4pm, and Saturdays
from 11am to 4pm. Excellent items are donated
every week at the Attic! Proceeds from the Thrift
Shop support The Lorton Community Action
Center (LCAC).
LCAC seeks to
provide low-income
individuals, senior
citizens, and families
residing in Fort Belvoir,
Lorton, Newington
and other portions
of southeast Fairfax
County with access to
basic needs and the
opportunity to empower
themselves through LCAC’s self-suﬃciency
programs. LCAC strives to connect people with
other programs in the area that will have a
positive impact on a family’s long-term “health.”
The organization helps to prevent
homelessness by oﬀering emergency financial
assistance for rent or mortgage, as well as
utilities. We believew this is vital since the
steadiness of “a place to call home” impacts all

aspects of a family’s life from employment to a
child’s performance in school.
LCAC is an independent 501(c)3, nonprofit
organization that partners with a wide array
of religious groups, community organizations,
corporations, individuals and local businesses to
fulfill its mission. Want to help make a diﬀerence
while you shop in the Amazon app, at no extra
cost to you? Follow the instructions under the
Ways to Give menu item at
lortonaction.org. Select “Lorton
Community Action Center”
as your charity and activate
AmazonSmile in the app.
They’ll donate a portion of your
eligible mobile app purchases to
LCAC.
It is possible to donate to
LCAC’s food pantry from your
couch using the organization’s
Amazon Wish List, which lists
all current needs. Add an item or items to your
cart and proceed to checkout. There is no need to
drop oﬀ the donation if you select ‘Gift Registry
Address’ as the shipping address.
LCAC is located at 9518 Richmond
Highway and can be reached via phone at 703339-5161 or via email at info@lortonaction.org.
Check lortonaction.org for information about the
status of events. 

Don’t Use Plastic Bags for Yard Waste!

F

airfax County is doing its part to keep plastic
from being re-introduced into the environment
by eliminating the use of plastic bags for
disposing yard waste. County supervisors made the
decision because when plastic bags are shredded
during the composting process, pieces of the bags
often end up mixed in with the compost, which is then
applied to gardens, yards and other projects. Using
paper bags helps get rid of plastic pollution. Residents
and business are NOW required to use paper yard
waste bags or rigid, reusable containers. Yard waste in plastic bags will NOT be collected.
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Fairfax County Public Libraries

F

airfax County Public Library branches
no longer quarantine incoming returned
library materials. Cardholders may
return materials to internal
and external service points
including the circulation desks
and external book drops.
In addition, all
circulation limits have
returned to their prepandemic settings including:
• Check out limit of 50
physical items;
• Hold limit of 50 physical
items;
• Online library card registrations
expire after 30 days if not completed;
• Email notifications for overdue physical
items are sent at 2 days, 7 days and 14
days; and
• Checkout and holds limits for digital items
remain unchanged.

FCPL continues to oﬀer a robust array
of virtual programs, telephone and chat
reference, and readers’ advisory services.
There are 23 library branch
locations spread across Fairfax County.
Eight regional branches oﬀer extended
hours of operation. All branch locations
oﬀer events and programs, meeting
rooms, public computers, and
free WiFi. It is possible to check
out books that you can read on
your phone, tablet or computer. Visit
fairfaxcounty.gov/library/ to register for
an account, search the library catalog,
find out about Library Express Services,
or locate the branch most convenient
for you. Find the library on Facebook @
fairfaxcountylibrary.
Please do not visit a branch if you are
experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, have been
exposed to someone who tested positive or are
awaiting your own COVID-19 test results. 

SCA Log and Website Editorial and Ads

A

ds in the Saratoga Log and on
the Saratogacommunity.net are an
inexpensive way to reach members
of our community,
support your
business, and
provide funds for the
Saratoga Community
Association to
administer programs.
Contact kaarin@
saratogacommunity.net
to request ad placement
or with questions.
The Saratoga Log is published quarterly,
approximately March, June, September, and
December. It is distributed via email, mail
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(upon request), and posted to the website. The
deadline for ad submissions is the 21st of the
month prior to publication. All files should be
high resolution PDF and can be in color or
black and white. Rates are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

Full Page (7 x 9.5) - $60/issue
Half Page (7 x 4.5) - $30/issue
Quarter Page (3.5 x 4.5) - $15/issue
Business Card (3.5 x 2) - $7/issue
Website Ad (3.5 x 4.5) - $10/month or
$25/quarter

Disclaimer: Saratoga Community Association
does not endorse advertisers or their services.
Homeowners assume all risks. The SCA board
reserves the right to reject ads that are not
appropriate for its constituents.
May 2021
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Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO)

E

CHO—Ecumenical Community Helping
Others—is proud to announce two
new programs to assist people who
are struggling to succeed. Knowing that
transportation problems keep people from
getting or keeping jobs, ECHO is partnering with
Cardinal Plaza Shell to assist clients who are in
need of basic car repairs. This will not only help
clients with employment issues, but it should
enhance highway safety in our community.
Second, because baby diapers constitute
a major expense
for families,
ECHO, in another
new initiative,
is expanding its
access to diapers
for clients with
young children.
Through the work
of volunteers and
the generosity of
donors, ECHO is
now giving clients
about a month’s
supply of diapers
rather than a week’s supply. This will represent
significant economic help for families.
You can help ECHO with a couple of
clicks! Volunteers serve local families who
find themselves in financial diﬃculty usually
because of an emergency situation. In addition
to assistance with food and housing costs, ECHO
currently helps families with growing children
by providing children’s clothing as well as with
hygiene supplies.
ECHO needs donations of baby diapers,
feminine hygiene products, specific kinds of
baby formula, and new or gently used children’s
and teen clothing, especially pajamas, sneakers,
shorts, and hoodies.
ECHO maintains a wishlist on the
Amazon.com site. Donors who wish to contribute
items that are most urgently needed may
purchase from the site and have those donations
shipped directly to ECHO. Locating the wishlist
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on the Amazon site is challenging, so we suggest
starting at ECHO’s homepage at echo-inc.org
and clicking on the link to Amazon. This month,
ECHO’s Food Pantry needs canned meats, 2 lb.
bags of sugar or flour, cooking oil, jelly, canned
tomatoes, shampoo, shaving cream, detergent,
bath soap.
ECHO welcomes the help of organizations
or individuals who are interested in holding a
food drive. There are suggestions for organizing
a drive at echo-inc.org. See “How to Hold a
Donation Drive” under
“Donate Goods.” Our
address is 7205 Old Keene
Mill Road, Springfield. They
accept donations Monday
through Friday, 9:30 am to
12:30 pm and Tuesday and
Thursday evenings, 7:00
to 9:00. Please drive to the
west side of the building
and stop at the Donation
Door where volunteers
(who are masked) will assist
with your donation and
oﬀer written receipts.
Looking For Assistance?
Are you experiencing a setback in your
ability to maintain your household? With some
help could you keep things going? ECHO can
help you with emergency food, prepacked
children’s clothing, diapers, school supplies, and
limited assistance with rent, utilities, and car
repairs. Call 703-569-9160 or see How to Get Help
at echo-inc.org/services/how-to-get-help
Esta usted en problemas para mantener
a su familia? En ECHO estamos listos para
ayudar a nuestros vecinos que se encuentran
necesitados. ECHO puede ayudarle con
alimentos de emergencia, ropa para niños ya
empacada, pañales, útiles escolares y asistencia
financiera limitada para su alquiler, servicios
públicos y reparaciones de automóviles. Llame al
703.569.9160, o busquenos en la red en
echo-inc.org/como-solicito-ayuda.
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Snake Awareness

F

ew animals elicit stronger reactions or
are more feared and misunderstood than
snakes. They are a vital component of
healthy, natural systems.
Snakes - General Information
Snakes play an important role in
maintaining the balance and diversity of native
species. They are preyed upon by larger species
and, in turn, keep
rodent and insect
populations in check.
Snakes
are cold-blooded
reptiles. Temperature
aﬀects their
movements and
activities. They
spend cool months
in hibernation and
much of the summer
under cover or
basking in sunlight. Snakes are both active and
opportunistic feeders, taking advantage of a
passing or discovered meal. Their habitat, as for
all wildlife, is one in which they can find suitable
food and shelter. They may seek cover and prey
in log piles, on rocky outcrops, or in abandoned
burrows. If available, they may shelter in
basements, trash dumps or attics.
How to Discourage From Your Home
These techniques will make your home
less attractive to snakes.
• Remove their favored habitats from near the
home (wood piles, high grass, old junk piles
or thick mulch).
• Remove favored food sources, such as
improperly stored feed and trash bins that
attract rodents.
• Check around water pipes, electrical service
entrances, doors and windows for small
openings. A 1/4 inch hole is large enough for
some small snakes to enter.
• Seal openings with weather stripping,
caulking, hardware cloth, sheet metal or
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mortar, depending on the type of building
surface.
• Fill openings around foundations, under
sidewalks or porches with gravel or cement.
Make sure snakes are gone before sealing
entry points. Sealing an animal in is inhumane,
and you won’t like the odor from decomposition.
Check with a contractor before sealing
weep holes in mortar. A
cross-section of cotton
rope may need to be
inserted to wick oﬀ
moisture.

•
•

•
•
•
•

Snakes - Fact or Fiction
• Fiction - You must
watch out for water
moccasins near Fairfax
County streams and
lakes.
• Fact - There are no
water moccasins, also
called cottonmouths, in Fairfax County.
Their northernmost range in Virginia ends
about 15 miles south of Richmond. The
distinctive and seldom-seen copperhead is
the only venomous species in our area.
Fiction - A copperhead bite is extremely
deadly.
Fact - A copperhead bite can be serious. It
is rarely fatal, but prompt medical attention
should be sought.
Fiction - Snakes are vicious.
Fact - Snakes are generally quiet, nondestructive and secretive.
Fiction - Snakes will chase people.
Fact - Snakes usually flee if given the
opportunity, but they may act aggressively if
cornered.

This information above was provided by
Fairfax County at fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/snakeawareness. Virginia Department of Game and
Inland Fishers provides additional information
about snakes at dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/nuisance/
snakes/. 92752943 © creativecommonsstockphotos
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Sticky Notes
Selling Your House? Anyone selling a singlefamily house (or property) within the Saratoga
community is required by law to provide a
Resale Disclosure Packet to prospective buyers.
The packet consists of more than a copy of the
SCA Governing Documents available online.
(Thus, you can’t just download them to comply
with the requirement.) When you request the
packet, the SCA
Architectural
Review Committee
performs an inspection
to determine if
any covenant or
encroachment
violations exist on the
property and generates
a report. Afterwards,
the entire disclosure packet— including
a resale disclosure letter, copies of SCA
governing documents, a financial report, and
recent Saratoga Log newsletters is assembled.
The fee for a Disclosure Packet and inspection
is $100 (paid by the seller), the Capital
Contribution fee is $100 (paid by buyer), and
the Transfer Fee to new buyers is $55 (paid by
the buyer). Normal processing
time for a Resale Disclosure
Packet request is 14 calendar
days. The fee to expedite the
request is $55.
Order a Resale Disclosure
Packet by completing the form
available at saratogacommunity.
net) under Current Residents/
Selling Your Home and
submitting it via email to
scadocs@saratogacommunity.
net or via fax to 703-455-8259.
The packets are only mailed
or picked up. They are NOT
emailed. If you have any
questions, leave a message at
703-574-0186 or send a note to
the email address above. 
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Exterior Property
Maintenance and
Improvements. Anyone
planning to perform
work on the exterior of a
single-family house within
the Saratoga Community
is required to submit an
Exterior Modification Form to ensure that the
work meets the architectural requirements
of the community. The Architectural Review
Committee (ARC) has 30 days to approve or
deny the request. Do NOT start any exterior
modifications prior to receiving approval via
mail or email.
The form is available on the SCA
website (saratogacommunity.net) under Current
Residents/Architectural Requests. Completed
forms—along with a plan for the work, plat
of the property with modifications indicated,
and copies of Fairfax County permits, where
applicable—should be submitted via email to
architecture@saratogacommunity.net or via fax
to 703-455-8259. If you have any questions,
contact the ARC. 
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