
Saratoga Community 
Association's 2022 Annual 
Meeting took place  on 

Thursday, September 15, at Saratoga 
Elementary School. The SCA board 
highlighted association activity, 
financials, upcoming community 
events, and connected with residents 
who attended. 

In attendance was special 
guest Springfield District Supervisor 
Pat Harrity. (Saratoga was part of 
Fairfax County's redistricting efforts 
in December 2021 and changed from 
the Mount Vernon district to the 
Springfield district.)  

Supervisor Harrity discussed 
panhandling and homelessness 
in Fairfax County, as well as 
construction of Alpine X at the landfill area and 
the status of nearby transportation projects. 
Further discussion followed up topics discussed 
at the May 2022 SCA meeting, including 
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maintenance of the Van Metre sign 
at the Saratoga entrance, Fairfax 
County Park Authority's pickleball 
court at Hooes Road Park (2 miles 
from Saratoga), and the status of 
placing a purple glass recycling 
container at Barta Road. (Ssubscribe 
to the Pat Harrity Report at 
fairfaxcounty.gov/springfield/herrity-
report.)

SCA President Cathy Turner 
discusssed that association dues 
increased for the coming year, 
though they did not increase for the 
previous five years. The primary 
reason for the increase is the cost 
of trees and trail maintenance 
during the past three years 
caused by storms and the age of 

the community.The increase will bring future 
revenues into alignment with expenses so that 
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Upcoming Activities
SCA Board Meetings 

October 20 
November 17 
December 15

Friday Movie Nights 
September 23 

October 7

SCA Fun Day 
September 24 

Raindate: September 25

Fall Festival & Market 
October 9

Harvester Trunk or Treat 
October 29

Santa's Trip Thru Saratoga 
December 10

Exterior Holiday Decorations 
December TBA

additional increases should not be needed for 
several years. 

Community Relations Chair Beverly Druitt 
reported that "Saratoga at 50" will be celebrated 
throughout the next year, including events 
at Saratoga Fun Day, distribution of coloring 
pages, and compilation of a memory book. SCA 
Historian Christine Huges has already started 
collecting information about the neighborhood. 
Send in your stories and pictures of Saratoga 
throughout the years!

Vice President of Communications Jeff 
Baker reported that SCA currently maintains 
a website, Facebook page, and Twitter page. 
Although SCA has explored other social media 
platforms, such as Instagram and NextDoor, the 
organization has not set up a dedicated presence 
there. Alerts sent via email are also posted to the 
SCA website and SCA social media sites.

Interest in SCA community updates 
continues to increase. Homeowners and residents 
can opt-in via saratogacommunity.net in the 
Current Residents section to receive email alerts. 
Metrics since September 2021 are as follows: 

• 19% increase in subscribers to SCA 
announcements via email (259 subscribers);

• 7% increase in subscribers to Saratoga Log 
announcements via email (420 subscribers);

• 280 followers across Facebook and Twitter; 
and 

• website visits stayed the same, which was 
an average of 15 per day or 450 per month.

In the election for new board members, 
three incumbents--Beverly Druitt, Paul Perrone, 
and Norman Johnson--ran and were reelected. 
Board member Kaarin Engelmann resigned 
prior to the meeting. Teri Wilkie was elected to 
serve the remaining two years of Engelmann's 
term. Officer positions will be determined by 
the board at the next executive board meeting. 
The board has requested additional participation 
from members in the community to assist with 
upcoming activities. In addition, SCA needs to 
fill the position of Saratoga Log editor. All types of 
contributions to the Saratoga Log are appreciated, 
including articles and photos.  

Continued from page 1.

SCA Info At Your Fingertips

The latest information about Saratoga 
Community Association is available 
online 24/7 on the SCA website at 

SaratogaCommunity.net. Whether you are 
an owner or renter, you will be able to find 
governing documents, a community map, 
key contact numbers, and architectural 
guidelines. 

One place to start is to download the 
SCA Homeowner & Tenant Guidebook. The 
latest revision is dated September 2021. 
(A FREE printed copy of the guidebook is 
available upon request. Leave a message 
at 703-574-0186 or send 
an email to scaboard@
saratogacommunity.net with 
your name and the address 
where the guidebook should 
be delivered.) 



FUN DAY
Date:  Saturday, September 24th, 2022, from 1-5 PM

Rain date:  September 25th, 2022

Com� ��i� t�� ��n a�� m��� �o�r ��i�h���s.
Amu����n�� wi�� �n���de:
Pumpkin Moon Bounce
4 Climber - Rock Climbing Wall 
9 Hole Mini Golf
40' Long Obstacle Course
Giant Slide
Full Court Press Basketball
Children's Carousel
Trackless Train for All to Ride !

Plu�:
Music, merriment,
hot dogs, chips, snow cones,
water, juice and soft drinks.

This Fun Day is free for all Saratoga Community Association Residents. 
To stay in budget, Guests of SCA please pay $5.00 per person.

Location: The common area and street in front of
8001 COLORADO SPRINGS DR.

Volunteers Needed - Lend a helping hand! 
Contact: social@saratogacommunity.net SSeeee  yy

oouu  tthheerree!!
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“As a Springfield resident for over 

30 years and full service agent, I 

am your area expert for actively 

marketing your home! The proof 

is in the results ... call me to 

discuss getting your home sold 

quickly and professionally.

Not quite ready yet? Call me for a 

free market analysis of your home 

and neighborhood. 
 

     -Jo Ann

To visit more properties, visit my websites at: 
joannkennelrealtor.com and joann-kennel.remax.com

Jo Ann Kennel, REALTOR®

Associate Broker
RE/MAX Allegiance
Office: 703-250-8500
Cell: 703-403-3899

eMail: jakennel@cox.net

5641 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015

Each office independently owned and operated

ALLEGIANCE
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Harvester Trunk or Treat

The Harvester church will be hosting a Trunk or 
Treat at the Saratoga Pool on Saturday, October 
29, from 2-5pm. (With a potential alternate date 

of October 22.)  If you have never heard of such an 
event before, it brings Halloween trick or treating 
to a single, safe environment, iwhere people dress 
up themselves and their cars to give out candy to 
families who attend. Neighboring businesses and 
organizations will also be participating. 

For 
additional 
information, contact 
Raquel Coleman at 
raquel.v.coleman@
gmail.com or 
202-361-8936, 
Jesse Coleman at 
jcolema1@gmail.com 
or 571-229-3535, or 
Dan Doll at 703-
440-7800.

Looking Forward...
Saratoga at 50. Many memories have 
been created since the first houses in 
Saratoga went up in 1973. Owners 
and residents have moved in and out. 
Children were born and grew up and 
moved back into Saratoga with their 
children. Trees have been planted 
and grown up, trails blazed, and deer 
and foxes continue to visit. We are 
compiling a history of our subdivision 
for our 50th anniversary in 2023. 
Remember to send in your memories 
and photos of life in Saratoga to help 
tell the story. Did any of your kids 
attend Saratoga Elementary when 
it opened in 1989? Do you have any 
pictures of them at school during that 
first school year? We also need input 
from those who have just recently 
moved here. Why did you choose 
Saratoga? All memories are welcome. 
Thanks for your support of this 
project! Please send submissions to 
Chris Hughes, christinefhughes@gmail.
com, 703-569-6132, 

Santa's Trip Through Saratoga. 
Santa and his neighborhood helpers 
will be back in the neighborhood 
on December 10 (the rain date will 
be December 11) from 1-4pm. Santa 
will stop at 15 locations around 
Saratoga to wave hello and take 
pictures. To volunteer, email social@
saratogacommunity,net.

Exterior Holiday Decorating Contest. 
Get your twinkle lights out and dust 
off that old reindeer. Join the fun 
by decorating your yard and home, 
voting for your favorite decor, or 
helping out as a volunteer. Rules and 
sign-up information will be shared in 
the December Saratoga Log and SCA 
email list. For more information please 
email social@saratogacommunity.net. 
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8184 McCauley Way • Lorton, VA 22079 • 703-969-7902
LOTAS Fence Options Inc. prides itself on setting the bar high on ‘personalized service’ which sets us apart 

from our competitors by providing exceptional customer servce and quality custom fencing, decks, and patios. 
No other company of its kind will provide you the service that you expect and deserve. We have over 20 years 

of experience, skilled installers, and very knowledgeable Field Representatives. Contact us for a FREE estimate. 

Saratoga Communication Association is being off ered a 10% discount on upcoming projects.
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Safety: Neighborhood Watch and More
MS-13 Gang Graffiti. MS-13 gang graffiti 

that was spray painted on the back walls of the 
Saratoga Giant and at least one other business in 
the plaza has been removed. If other such graffiti 
is seen please report it to the non-emergency 
number (703) 691-2131 / TTY (703) 877-3715.

Stolen Vehicles.  There have been 
increased reports 
of stolen vehicles 
in Fairfax County, 
one at least in the 
Saratoga Townhouses.  
Remember to lock 
your vehicles as 
unlocked parked 
vehicles continue to be 
the number one crime 
in Fairfax County.  
Also do not store any 
valuable items (e.g., 
laptops, phones) in 
your car particularly 
in plain sight.  This 
makes the vehicle a 
more valuable target. 

Neighborhood 
Watch. Neighborhood 
Watch is a community 
outreach program of 
the Fairfax County 
Police Department 
that calls for citizens 
to watch out for their 
neighbors and their 
properties. Why 
should you volunteer? Because Neighborhood 
Watch prevents crime, enhances the reporting 
of suspicious activities, raises the awareness of 
crime, serves as a warning to criminals, promotes 
neighborliness, provides access to crime data, 
and increases arrests and convictions. When 
criminals are aware of Neighborhood Watch, 
they are less willing to risk detection—so they 
don’t commit a crime, or they go elsewhere. 
Participation can include passive observation, 
walking patrols, and mobile patrols. 

Although our patrols are mostly on 

weekend evenings, you can patrol at any time.  
Daytime patrols are useful since criminals often 
target homes when people are not home. 

To be part of Saratoga’s Neighborhood 
Watch you need to attend a short (approximately 
45 minutes), one-time training program with the 
Fairfax County Police. (Currently the training 

is conducted via 
Zoom.) If you would 
like to enroll in a 
class, contact Paul 
Perrone Saratoga’s 
Neighborhood Watch 
Program Coordinator 
at 703-440-1361, 703-
650- 8163 (cell) or 
perronepj@gmail.com 
to connect you with 
the training and to 
volunteer.

While we have 
about 40 people on 
our list, there are only 
a handful who are 
signing up for patrols 
and we continue to 
look to expand our 
volunteer base for 
mobile and walking 
patrols. (Residents 
of the single-family 
houses, townhouses 
and apartments 
are welcome to 
participate.). Our 

community would benefit greatly if you could 
conduct at least one patrol every 6 months and 
recruit more of your neighbors. You can use this 
as an opportunity to explore the neighborhood as 
you do a patrol. 

Saratoga Spot Crime. It is an alert plan for 
our neighborhood to help share video evidence 
of crimes and make neighbors aware of incidents. 
If you are on NextDoor, search the groups to find 
it. Only Saratoga residents are allowed. While 
this plan is not part of the official Neighborhood 
Watch program, it is a great and welcome idea. 

Crime Prevention Reminders/Notes

• Unlocked parked vehicles continue to be 
the number one crime in Fairfax County. So, 
keep your vehicles locked and do not store 
any valuable items (e.g., laptops, phones) in 
your car, particularly in plain sight. 

• Close your garage doors at night. Our vol-
unteers routinely report homeowners leave 
them up which invites theft. 

• Individuals continue to trespass by parking 
in the Saratoga Pool parking lot. However, 
there are some reserved parking spots which 
individuals pay a fee for.

• Whether you are on an official patrol or not 
if you encounter a crime in progress or a 
dangerous situation call or text 911. If you 
just notice suspicious activity or if there is 
a non-life threatening emergency, contact 
the police at their non-emergency number 
703-691-2131/TTY 703-877-3715. Also, please 
email Paul regarding the incident so that he 
can track it. 
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Sunday Morning Worship at 10 a.m.
In person and virtual + Spanish Translation

Sunday School at 11:30 a.m.

LifeQuest (K-5th) 
Sundays at 5:30 p.m.

English as a Second Language 
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.
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Are you ready for the next disaster? Do you 
know what to do if your child, partner, 
friend, and neighbor was severely 

injured? Could you actually save their life? 
With Fairfax County’s Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) training you can!

CERT is a nationwide FEMA program to 
make communities safer, more prepared, and—
when incidents occur—more resilient in recovery. 
CERT is managed in Fairfax County by the Fire 
and Rescue Department. The CERT program 
trains everyone in Emergency Preparedness, 
lite search and rescue, and disaster medical 
operations, as initial responders to save lives 

when first responders 
might be delayed or 
until they arrive. 

The Training 
is FREE, and we 
provide your initial 
basic response gear? 
Once trained as a basic 
CERT there are no 
additional obligations, 
though  experience has 

shown that keeping the training fresh keeps you 
better prepared. Advanced training is FREE to 
trained CERT members. The training is open to 
all individuals 18 years or older. Teens, 16 and 
17 years old, may attend with written parent/
guardian permission; and teens 13 to 15 years old 
may also attend with the active participation of a 
parent/guardian.

Fairfax County's CERT Program is an 
award-winning volunteer program with more 
than 200 ACTIVE volunteers providing support 
and assistance for community projects around 
the county. Since 2004, the Fairfax County CERT 
program has taught more than 4,000 people, 
including a dozen Saratoga residents, the life 
saving skills that can make a difference.

For more information, contact Wayne Vick, 
a Saratoga resident and the training division lead, 
at trainingdiv@fairfaxcountyCERT.org or call him 
at 202-498-2310, and visit the CERT website at 
fairfaxcountyCERT.org. 

Saratoga's CERT #158

Your neighborhood dentist  
who treats you like family.

7841 Rolling Road, Suite C
Springfield, VA 22153

703.455.5555
springfielddentalclinic.com

Your neighborhood dentist who treats you like family.

7841 Rolling Rd, Suite C  |  Springfield, VA 22153

703.455.5555  |  springfielddentalclinic.com
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Ads in the Saratoga Log and on 
the Saratogacommunity.net are an 
inexpensive way to reach members 

of our community, 
support your 
business, and 
provide funds for the 
Saratoga Community 
Association to 
administer programs. 
Contact newsletter@
saratogacommunity.net 
to request ad placement 
or with questions.

The Saratoga Log is published quarterly, 
approximately March, June, September, and 
December. It is distributed via email, mail 

(upon request), and posted to the website. The 
deadline for ad submissions is the 21st of the 
month prior to publication. All files should be 
high resolution PDF and can be in color or 

black and white. Rates are as follows:

• Full Page (7 x 9.5) - $60/issue
• Half Page (7 x 4.5) - $30/issue
• Quarter Page (3.5 x 4.5) - $15/issue
• Business Card (3.5 x 2) - $7/issue
• Website Ad (3.5 x 4.5) - $10/month or 

$25/quarter

 Disclaimer: Saratoga Community Association 
does not endorse advertisers or their services. 
Homeowners assume all risks. The SCA board 
reserves the right to reject ads that are not 
appropriate for its constituents.

SCA Log and Website Editorial and Ads
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Position/Title Board Member/Officer Term
President/Disclosure Packets Cathy Turner 2020 – 2023
VP Communications/Webmaster Jeff Baker 2020 – 2023
Secretary/Chair of Social Events Committee Chesapeake Dalrymple 2020 – 2023
VP of Community Relations Beverly Druitt 2022 – 2025
Treasurer/Neighborhood Watch Coordinator Paul Perrone 2022 – 2025
Sergeant-at-Arms Norman Johnson 2022 – 2025
Executive VP/Chair Architectural Committee Mark Rubley 2021 – 2024
VP Operations Don Moore 2021 – 2024
Director Teri Wilkie 2022 – 2024
Saratoga Log Editor OPEN NA
Election Nominations Chair Karen Bedoya NA
Assistant Treasurer Dennis Turner NA
Historian Christine Hughes NA

Committees (Volunteers always welcomed)
Architecural Review: Mark Rubley (chair), Don Moore, Norm Johnson, Laura Yates, Cathy Turner
Environmental Affairs: Don Moore (chair), Chesapeake Dalrymple, Cathy Turner
Social Events: Chesapeake Dalrymple (chair), Beverly Druitt, Cathy Turner

SCA 2022 Board Members and Officers

Saratoga Community Association (SCA) is a 
homeowners association chartered in 1970 
under Virginia law. It is a not-for-profit, 

non-stock corporation formed to provide for 
the maintenance, preservation and architectural 
control of the single-family residential lots 
and common areas within the Saratoga 
boundaries. (NOTE: SCA is not responsible 
for the townhouses, apartments, or swimming 
pool within the community, though all of the 
concerned organizations’ boards meet regularly.) 

SCA is managed by non-paid volunteers, 
elected by the members, and community 
participation is highly encouraged. The Board of 
Directors meets at 7pm on the third Thursday of 
each month via video conference or live meeting. 
Quarterly membership meetings are held in 
March, June, and December, and the annual 
membership meeting is held in September. All 
meetings are open to the community. 

SCA welcomes volunteers to serve on 
the board and committees, and to help with 
Neighborhood Watch and events. We are 
particularly in need of assistance with the Social 
and Environment committees and submissions 
for the Saratoga Log.

To connect with SCA, check out our 
website at saratogacommunity.net or find us on 
Facebook and Twitter @saratoga22153. Leave a 
message at 703-574-0186; send mail to PO Box 
479, Springfield, Virginia 22150; or  send a note to 
one of the following e-mail addresses: 

scaboard@saratogacommunity.net 
scadocs@saratogacommunity.net

architecture@saratogacommunity.net
social@saratogacommunity.net

environment@saratogacommunity.net
newsletter@saratogacommunity.net

SCA Serves the Saratoga Community



Saratoga   Community   Association    
PO   Box   479   Springfield   VA,   22150  

Saratoga   Community   Association   Exterior   Modification   Form  
Effective   September   1st,   2020.  

The  Architectural  Review  Committee  (ARC)  has  30  days  to  Approve  or  Deny  an  exterior  modification  request.                 
Submit:  exterior  modification  form,  plan,  plat  of  your  property  with  the  modification  drawn  on  the  plat,  and                  
copies  of  Fairfax  County  permits  where  applicable.  Information  can  be  submitted  by  mail,  fax  or  emailed  to  the                   
ARC.  If  submitting  by  mail  please  include  two  copies.   Do  not  start  any  exterior  modifications  prior  to                  
receiving  an  Approved  form  back  to  you  by  mail  or  email.  All  approved  modifications  must  be  completed                  
within   three   (3)   months   from   the   submitted   start   date.   Any   incomplete   forms   will   delay   your   project.     

Submission   Date:   _________________________   Planned   Project   Completion   Date:    _________  _________  
Applicant   Name:   __________________________     Address:    ______________________________________  
Telephone:    ______________________________   Lot   Number:    _________________________________    __   
Email:   __________________________________   Mailing   Address:   ________________________________  

OUTLINE   OF   PROPOSED   CHANGES:  
❏ Landscaping    (provide   diagram)
❏ Fence    (style/height/material)
❏ Deck    (attached/detached/provide   diagram)
❏ Driveway/Walkway    (style/color/material)
❏ Windows    (style/color)

❏ Security/Storm   Door    (style/color)
❏ Garage   Door    (style/color)
❏ Roofing    (style/color/material)
❏ Exterior   Painting    (area/existing   &   new   color)
❏ Other    (specify)

PROVIDE   IF   APPLICABLE:   
Height:   _______________   Width:   _______________   Length:   _______________   Size:   _________________  
Style/color:   _____________________________________________________________________________  

COMMENTS:     _________________________________________________________________________   
______________________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

LAYOUT   OF    PROPOSED   CHANGES:    (provide   lot   plat   and/or   diagram) 

RETURN   FORM   AND   ADDITIONAL   INFORMATION   TO:  
MAIL:    ARC   –   Saratoga   Community   Association,   Inc.,   PO   Box   479,   Springfield,   Virginia   22150  
FAX:    703-455-8259   
EMAIL:     scaboard@saratogacommunity.net     

HOMEOWNER’S   SIGNATURE:    ____________________________________________________________  

[ARC   USE   ONLY]  

Date   Received:   ___________________________      ❑   Approved   ❑  Denied
ARC   Member:   ____________________________ Date:   _______________________________________  

Comments:    

ARC   Saratoga   Community   Association   Exterior   Modification   Form   11/19/2020  



Saratoga Community Association 
Homeowner’s Communication Authorization Form  

2022 
Office Phone 703-574-0186 

scaboard@saratogacommunity.net 
 
To improve communication between the Board of Directors and homeowners and to obtain your 
consent to send HOA notices to you by email, we would like to verify your current contact 
information.   
 
Please complete the entire form below and return to Saratoga Community Association via 
email cathy@saratogacommunity.net , fax to 703-455-8259 or mail to Saratoga Community 
Association, P.O. Box 479, Springfield, VA 22150.  
 
Please provide all of the following information. 
 
Names: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Property Address: __________________________________________________ 
 

Alternate 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone 
Number(s):________________________________________________________ 

Specify home (H), work (W), cell (C) 
 
Where do you want your mail to be sent to? 

 Property Address__________________________________________________ 

 Alternate Address__________________________________________________ 
 

 Email 1  
 
 Email 2 

 
 
 Yes, I would like to receive email communications including Meeting Notices from the HOA. 
 
Email Address:_________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address:_________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Signature:________________________________ 
 
Date:_____________________________________ 
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The Lorton Community Action Center 
(LCAC) seeks to provide low-income individuals, 
senior citizens, and families residing in Fort 
Belvoir, Lorton, Newington and other portions 
of southeast Fairfax County with access to 
basic needs and the opportunity to empower 
themselves through LCAC’s self-sufficiency 
programs. LCAC strives to connect people with 
other programs in the area that will have a 
positive impact on a family’s long-term “health.”

LCAC helps to prevent homelessness by 
offering emergency financial assistance for rent 
or mortgage, as well as utilities. The importance 
of keeping individuals, since the steadiness of 
“a place to call home” impacts all aspects of 
a family’s life from employment to a child’s 
performance in school.

LCAC is an independent 501(c)3, nonprofit 
organization that partners with a wide array 
of religious groups, community organizations, 
corporations, individuals and local businesses 
to fulfill it’s mission. Volunteers play an integral 
role in all aspects of LCAC’s programs and 
services.

LCAC’s Bridging the Gap program 
provides a variety of services that address literacy 
across the age spectrum and employment-related 
issues which prevent immigrant and native-
born households from becoming self-sufficient. 
All components of the program are offered at 
LCAC, including English as a Second Language 
(ESL); summer and school break programs for 
area children; the Back2School outreach; adult 
introductory computer classes; and the drop-in 
resume program.

LCAC staff work offsite Wednesday & 
Fridays to decrease contact and allow us to catch 
up. Please DO NOT drop food off at the pantry 
Wednesdays, Fridays, weekends or holidays. 
Food donations are to be dropped off at the 
LCAC house. Food, diaper, and feminine hygiene 
donations can be dropped off Monday (9am 
to 3pm), Tuesday (9am-3pm), and Thursday 
(12-3pm). DO NOT drop off donations on 
Wednesdays, Fridays, weekends or holidays. 

LCAC’s most immediate needs are baby 

wipes, diaper sizes (all sizes), feminine pads, 
kids packs or individually wrapped snacks, and 
imilac baby formula (sensitive and regular).

Please note: You may donate clothing and 
household items to Lorton’s Attic which can help 
LCAC families through our voucher program or 
sales that purchase food for the pantry. We do 
not accept these items at the main LCAC location.

Lorton's Attic. Did you know that LCAC 
has a thrift shop? Shop at Lorton’s Attic (9506 
Richmond Highway, Lorton) to find unique 
merchandise. They sell seasonal clothing, shoes, 
accessories and more. Proceeds from the Thrift 
Shop support The Lorton Community Action 
Center. For more information about LCAC, go to 
lortonaction.org. 

Will Retire Old Flags

According to the National Flag 
Foundation, a flag may be 
mended when torn and cleaned 

when dirty. If mended it should not be 
hemmed (shortened) to the point where its 
measurements are no longer in proportion. 
Even though you’ve cared for your 
American flag, there will come a time to 
retire Old Glory. 

Mark Rubley, SCA executive 
vice president, has lived in the Saratoga 
neighborhood for more than 20 years and is 
a member of American Legion Post #177 in 
Springfield. If you find 
that you have old or 
tattered flags in your 
house or storage, Mark 
is more than happy 
to take such flags to 
his post for proper 
retirement. Place anyu 
such flags in a bag 
and drop them off at 
8015 Colorado Springs 
Drive. 

Lorton Community Action Center (LCAC)
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Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO)
ECHO changes food distribution 

methods. The need for food assistance in our 
community continues as one of ECHO’s great 
challenges.  Our volunteers have worked hard to 
redesign food distribution methods to allow for 
choice.  Instead of handing out pre-packed  bags 
of non-perishables that are the same for every 
household, clients are now able to choose foods 
that reflect their dietary needs.  ECHO believes 
there is less waste and greater accommodation for 
health, religious and cultural needs.  In making 
this change, ECHO has found that our list of 
most needed foods has changed.  In addition to 
all varieties of personal care products such as 
toothpaste and deodorant, our list includes nuts, 
dried fruits, dried beans,  honey, lentils, tomato 
paste, sugar, coffee (including instant), canned 
fish and maseca flour. 

ECHO now collecting winter clothing. 
ECHO is now distributing fall and winter 
clothing. We are specifically hoping for donations 
of Adult and Children's winter coats, children's 
sneakers, boys jeans-sizes 14, 16, 18 and men's 
jeans-sizes 30/30, 30/32, 32/30 and 32/32.  Clothing, 
household goods such as small appliances (that 
work), comforters and dishes, as well as food 
donations are accepted at ECHO's Donation Door, 
7205 Old Keene Mill Road, on weekdays between 
9:30 am and 12:30 pm, or Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday evenings between 7:00 and 9:00 
as well as one Saturday morning a month (check 
echo-inc.org for the date each month).  Receipts 
are cheerfully provided.

Tutoring and mentoring. If you enjoy 
working with children and are looking for a 
meaningful, and sometimes life-changing way to 
help kids, consider becoming a tutor or a mentor 
as a part of ECHO’s School Partnership Program.  
During the previous school year, ECHO placed 
mentors in five local schools at levels from 
elementary to high school.  No specific degree 
or qualification is required except for passing 
the Fairfax County Schools background check.  
People who are willing to listen to and encourage 
a child make great mentors, and usually get 
as much enjoyment from the program as the 

children do. Mentoring takes place during the 
student’s lunch time; tutoring time is arranged 
between the tutor and the school, or after school 
at two local houses of worship. To find out more, 
email admin@echo-inc.org.

Burke CROP Hunger Walk. The 30th 
annual Burke CROP Walk will take place on 
Sunday, November 6. While the walk benefits 
the global projects of Church World Service, a 
large percentage of the proceeds benefit ECHO 
for its work right here in the community.  To 
find out how you can start a CROP Walk team or 
contribute, visit crophungerwalk.org/burkeva.

Volunteer openings. If the daily news 
is ruining your mood, the perfect antidote may 
be purposeful activity! ECHO volunteers do 
meaningful things to help local people who 
have immediate challenges. Join us! There 
are many ways to make a difference! Email 
volunteercoordinator@echo-inc.org for more info.  

DONYELL ALLEN
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Home Sales. Between September 1, 

2021, and August 31, 2022, 43 single-family 
homes sold within Saratoga. The top price 
was $750,000. The average price was $671,000. 
List prices as of September 1 were between 
$699,500 and $750,000. 

Anyone selling a single-family house (or 
property) within  the Saratoga community is 
required by law to provide a Resale Disclosure 
Packet to prospective buyers. The packet 
consists of more than a copy of the SCA 
Governing Documents available online. (Thus, 
you can’t just download them to comply with the 
requirement.) 

When you 
request the packet, 
the SCA Architectural 
Review Committee 
performs an inspection to 
determine if any covenant 
or encroachment 
violations exist on the property 
and generates a report. Afterwards, the 
entire disclosure packet— including a resale 
disclosure letter, copies of SCA governing 
documents, a financial report, and recent 
Saratoga Log newsletters is assembled. 

The fee for a Disclosure Packet and 
inspection is $100 (paid by the seller), the 
Capital Contribution fee is $100 (paid by 
buyer), and the Transfer Fee to new buyers is 
$55 (paid by the buyer). Normal processing 
time for a Resale Disclosure Packet request 
is 14 calendar days. The fee to expedite the 
request is $55.

Order a Resale Disclosure Packet 
by completing the form available at 
saratogacommunity.net) under Current 
Residents/Selling Your Home and submitting 
it via email to scadocs@saratogacommunity.net or 
via fax to 703-455-8259. The packets are only 
mailed or picked up. They are NOT emailed. If 
you have any questions, leave a message at 703-
574-0186 or send a note to the email address 
above. 

Exterior Property 
Maintenance and 
Improvements. 
Anyone planning 
to perform work on the 
exterior of a single-family 
house—including but 
not limited to additions, 
color changes, work on sidewalks, stoops, 
stairs, sheds, driveways, siding, shutters, 
windows, and doors—within the Saratoga 
Community is required to submit an Exterior 
Modification Form to ensure that the work 
meets the architectural requirements of the 
community. The SCA Architectural Review 
Committee (ARC) has 30 days to approve or 
deny any requests. Do NOT start any exterior 
modifications prior to receiving approval via 
mail or email.

The form is available on the SCA 
website (saratogacommunity.net) under Current 
Residents/Architectural Requests. Completed 
forms—along with a plan for the work, plat 
of the property with modifications indicated, 
and copies of Fairfax County permits—where 
applicable, should be submitted via email to 
architecture@saratogacommunity.net or via fax to 
703-455-8259. Email ARC or leave a message at 
703-574-0186 with any questions. 

Monthly Board Meetings. Join us on the 
third Thursday of every month at 7pm. 
(General membership meetings are held 
quarterly, with the Annual Membership 
Meeting in September.) The meetings are 
open to all homeowners and tenants within 
Saratoga’s single-family homes. Meeting 
locations are announced on the SCA website, 
in social media, via the email list, and on 
neighborhood sign boards. Contact the board 
for minutes or an agenda. E-mail scaboard@
saratogacommunity.net or call 703-455-8259 
before the meeting to add items to the 
agenda. 


